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F the Favours of Fortune 
were to be eſteemed invariably 
ſo many Indications of ſupe- 
riour Merit, The States of 
Germany would, perhaps, have 
witneſſed leſs Aſtoniſhment, and betrayed 
leſs Diſſatisfaction, on ſeeing the Daughter 
of a French Gentleman ſo highly advanced, 
as to become the Conſort of one of the 
moſt conſiderable Princes in the Empire. 
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Bur as that fantaſtic Deity reſembles 
Juſtice only in her Blindneſs, and ſcatters 


her Graces at random, entirely careleſs on 
whom they fall, the Germans, who were 
not acquainted with the Virtues and Ac- 
compliſhments of Mademoiſelle 4/Obr—ſe, 


did not fail to cenſure the Duke of Z— 


very ſeverely, for having {lighted ſo many 


illuſtrious Ladies of his own Rank, and con- 
deſcended to caſt his Eye on a Foreigner, 
of ſcarce noble Blood, who came into the 
Empire by Chance, in no better Situation 


than that of one 7 the Attendants of 
ne, who be- 


the Counteſs * de Tr 
ing of the Reformed: Religion, had retired 
from France, to enjoy the Liberty of Con- 


ſeience, allowed in Germany. 7 4 
His ſerene Highnels had, however, God . 
Mademoiſelle 4 Ohr —ſe, for the firſt Time, 6 


at Breda; and the Impreſſion her Beauties, 


then in their full Bloom, had made upon him, 


no Conſiderations whatever could efface. 


Bur, that ſhe was young and aniiable, 


was not the only Excuſe the Duke had to 
plead for caſting his Eyes fo low: ſhe was 
innocent; ſhe was diſcreet ; ſhe was virtue 
ous. If ſhe attracted the Eyes and Ad- 

| mutation 
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* A Princeſs of one of the Branches of Hope : Madem- 
diſelle 7 O5. — 5e was her Maid of Honour- | 


CH 
miration- of every Body where ſhe came, 
it ſeemed rather to illuſtrate her Modeſty, 
than awake her Vanity; and the Applauſe 
that ever waited upon her diſtinguiſhed Per- 
fections, to her appeared but the Effects of 
common Complaiſance. 

Hap ſhe, therefore, deſcended from An- 
ceſtors equally illuſtrious with thoſe of the 
Duke, ſhe had been worth his Ambition ; 
and humbly born as ſhe was, with ſo 
much Beauty, and ſo much Virtue, none 
but the vain-glorious Great conld blame- 
his Choice ; which, if not calculated to 
flatter his Pride, promiſed him abundant 
Amends in Happineſs. 51 
© Love, we all know, is a Leveller : It 
was no wonder, therefore, to ſee the Duke, 
though a German, forgetting his high 
State, and ſubmitting to a Power ſuperiour 
to his own. 15 | | 

Bur though the Greatneſs of the Offer 
might have juſtify d an eager Acceptance, 
Mademoiſelle 4'C br ———ſe behaved with a 
Moderation upon the Occaſion, not to be 
expected from her Sex or Years ; by remon- 
ſtrating the extreme Diſtance between his 
Highneſs and herſelf, and the ill Effects 
that might be feared from his more recol- 
lected Thoughts, when the Prince ſhould 
again get the upper Hand of the Lover, 
Of. Bs. 1 a 
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and Repentance perhaps bring on Diſguſt, 
and Loathing. 
IN DEE D, the Delicacy of theſe Scruples 


ſerved only to inflame his Highneſs the 


more; who having, in the moſt warm and 
paſſionate Manner, given her repeated At- 
ſurances that they were wholly without 
Foundation, ſhe could no longer reject the 
Inſtances, or doubt the Sincerity of a 
Prince, who gave ſuch unqueſtionable 
Proofs of a Paſſion, to Perſons of his ſub- 
lime Rank, ſo rarely Known. 

LET none perſuade themſelves that 


there was more of Artifice, than Reality, 


in this Self- Denial of Mademoiſelle 4' 
Ohr ſe; for, when actually become Con- 
ſort to the Duke, and thereby authorized 
to ſhare in his Titles as well as in his Bed, 
ſhe betrayed no Impatience to enjoy what 
other Ladies ſo paſſionately long for; in- 
ſomuch, that many Years paſſed before the 
Duke applied to the Emperor Leopold, 
to inveſt her with the Ducal Dignity, and 
acknowledge her in Quality of a Sove- 
reign Princeſs; nor was this Compliance 
then extorted from him by her Importu- 
nitics, but flowed freely from his own Ex- 
| | perience 
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7 + Ttis to be obſerved, that if a Prince of the Empire mar- 
ries x Lady of inferior Rank, ſhe cannot aſſume her Huſ- 
band's Title, without an expreis Patent from the Emperor. 
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ſt, perience of her tranſcendant Merit; and ſo 
ceearneſtly did he proſecute his Suit in her 
le Flavour, at the Imperial Court, that tho 
he it was travers'd by the whole Weight and 
nd Intereſt of Eru— A—g—ſt—s, E—Q—r 
. > of Er, his Brother, he had the 
ut ' Pleaſure to carry his Point, and ſalute her 
he Dutcheſs of 5 
2 Tk E r of H——# had, ever 
le ſince this Marriage, been doubly incenſed 
b- - againſt the Prince his Brother; that is to 
ſay, for marrying a Lady who was ſo far 
at his Inferiour in Birth, and for his Breach 
y, of Promile in marrying at all. 
4. HE had, however, in part diſſembled 
n- his Diſſatisfaction; for till Madam 4 Obhr.-ſe 
d Was created Ducheſs of Z——— by the 
d, Emperor, her Children could not ſucceed 
at to the Sovereignty, which, in ſuch Cale, 
1 devolved to the Houſe of H, who 
ec + | were the preſumptive Heirs : It was, there- 
7 fore, the Intereſt of the Elector to oppoſe 
d ber Advancement with all his Strength, 
— which he did openly, and without any Re- 
e ſerve though not with the deſired Succeſs. 
* His Imperial Majeſty was then at War with 
— the Turks, and the Duke of Z-— out- bid- 
e £ ding lus Brother, in the Aſſiſtance he con- 


tributed againſt the common Enemy, got 
5 the better in the Conteſt; the Actions of 
Princes being governed by their Intereſts 
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(6) | 
and Paſſions as well as thoſe of private { 
Men. 8, 

Ir the Ducheſs of E 


was attach'd 

to her Illuſtrious Conſort by Inclination 

before, Gratitude now ſtrengthened the 

Union, and it became the ſole Endeavour 

of her Life to make him Happy ; while 

their Subjects, charm'd with an Example fo 

ſeldom to be met with in Courts, wearied 

Heaven with Prayers for an hereditary 

Prince, who might inherit the Virtues of 

his Parents, and prove an equal Bleſſing 

to their Poſterity, But their Deſires did 

not ſuit with the unſearchable Decrees of . 

Providence; and the only Fruit of this 4 

happy Marriage was one Daughter, who _ 

became celebrated for her Gifts and Graces, 'F 

but more for her Misfortunes. 4 
For this young Lady, when in the full 3 

Bloom of her Youth and Beauty, adorn'd 5 

with an Education worthy her high Birth, 
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ſeveral of the neighbouring Princes became 3 
Suiters to the Duke her Father. But of 


all, the Prince of Melfmb-t-l had the 
faireſt Proſpect of being the happy Man: 


i His Propoſals were not only heard favour- 4 
10 ably, but actually accepted; the Princeſs 1 
1 herſelf made no Objections, and ſcarce ay, 
ti thing remained in Diſpute, but the very A 
Will Day of Conſummation: a Day that, to her 
hl inexpreſſible Misfortune, never arriv'd . 
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TE EleQtor of H r, as it is eaſy 
to imagine, could by no means reliſh a 
Marriage, which cut off all Hopes of uni- 
ting his Brother's Dominions to his own ; 
the Thing in the Univerſe which he covet- 
ed moſt; but found himſelf under a double 
Difficulty to break it off, vig. the Pro- 
greſs which the Prince of NMlfemb-t- had 
already made, and the Averſion which the 
El —eſs his Conſort had teſtify'd to the 
Marriage of the Prince her eldeft Son, with 
the Princeſs of Z—, who was tainted, as ſhe 
thought, with the mean Birth of her Mother. 
She had, moreover, raiſed her Thoughts to 
an Alliance with the Royal Houſe of E—4, 


from which, ſhe herſelf had the Honour to 


be deſcended ; and the El-—al Prince had 
actually made a Viſit to that Kingdom, 
with the View of paying his Addreſſes to 
the Lady Ar, ſince fo celebrated in the 
Annals of Europe. : 
To ſurmount both theſe Obſtacles, the 
El—r, however, addreſs'd himſelf, with a 
Reſolution not to be diſappointed; and 
to begin with what, he thought the 
greateſt, the Prejudice of the El-—&- 
eis he not only endeayoured himſelf 
to win her over to his Meaſures, but be- 
fieged her round with the joint Inftarces 
of every one whoſe Judgment ſhe had an 
Opinion of, or who had any Share of her 
A 4 Con- 


* 


es Se end 


A LJ * . po © . K & US. Py — 4 4 - 
. oo 4 . q pod 5 e 2 2 2 1 N of 
W 2 — 2 — rt y COT 2 OILS ee > y n a "61 n 
* 2 oo 7 y 2 : Wat; 11 mr Ge, pt - + ws; r of2. +» EP ö A. a 
1 ** * r * * ra ed - 2 8 »*, p or 18. *. . 3 r 5 NEE - Re 2 
— Wits 1 —— 
2 


* — — * 
+ AGES GABE ́— ALS, 
As. — Aon 1 l 


„ _— 
Ne — 


Sr RD, er, 
— 2 ———— “A— 0 Ie 
was * * —— nootcs 26 els 0 OP; * 
— "1 


— 


A 


6 = 

Confidence and Favour : And with ſuch 
ſurprizing Succeſs were their Endeayours 
attended, that, from oppoſing this favourite 
Meature of the El—rs with Vehemence, 
ſhe all at once eſpouſed it as warmly; nay, 
even made a Point of being entruſted with 
—— whole Management of the Affair her- 
us: - 

In Truth, no Perſon was better quali- 
fied for the Undertaking ; for ſhe was 
equally a profound Politician, and a refin'd 
Courtier; and, though ſhe had ever treat- 
ed the Ducheſs of Z— with a Haughti- 
neſs ſcarce excuſable, ſhe had, neverthelets, 
found out a Way to qualify it in ſuch a 
Manner to the Duke, that, inſtead of re- 
{enting it, he almoſt looked upon the Con- 
tinuance of her Reſpect to him as a Fa- 
vour. ; 

Wirn this Aſcendancy over the Mind 
of the Duke, ſhe wiſely reſolved to be 
her own Embaſſadrels, as if fully perſuaded 
that, however intractable he might prove 
to others, he would be able to deny her 
nothing: To the Weight of her own In- 
ſtances, ſhe likewiſe thought proper to add 
all the Advantages to be gathered from a 
Surprize ; and therefore, without dropping 
the leaſt Rint to any Body of her Inten- 
tions, ſhe ordered her Equipage to be made 


ready, and at the Cloſe of a Summer's 


Day, 
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Day, ſet out for * Z——; where, by the 
Help of proper Relays, ſhe arrived ſo early 
the next Morning, that both the Duke and 
Ducheſs were yet a Bed: Nor would ſhe 
ſuffer any Notice to be given them of her 
Arrival, but, diſpencing with all Ceremony, 
inſiſted on being introduced to their Bed- 
ſide; which was done accordingly. 

Bur nothing could equal the Aſtoniſh- 
ment of both, on hearing the Door opened 
without their Command, and ſeeing the 


El reſs enter, who was the Perſon in the 


World leaſt expected, and to the Lady, per- 
haps, the leaſt Welcome. 

As no body knew better than the E—ſs, 
that, among Princes eſpecially, ſuch Free- 
doms were almoſt without Precedent; ſhe 
made Haſte to unriddle a Myſtery, which ſhe 
could not help ſeeing created more Pain than 
Pleaſure; but, with a Strain of Policy which 
had ſomething of cruel in it, choſe to expreſs 
herſelf in German, which ſhe knew the 
Ducheſs did not underſtand. 

War Arguments derived from Proxi- 
mity of Blood, mutual Intereſt, mutual 
Danger, Family, Perſonal or National Con- 
cerns, ſhe employed to carry her Point, if 
is needleſs to ſuggeſt: But ſo powerful 

were 


* But ten Leagues diſtant from H. 


(10) 
were thoſe Arguments, of whatever Kind, 
10 happy her Perſuaſion, or ſo irreſiſtable 
her Influence, that, in two ſhort Hours, 
ſhe unravelled all the Prince of W-If-m- 
&-t-'s Negotiations, and obtained a poſi- 
tive Promiſe, that the Heireſs of Z 


ſhould be diſpoſed of to none but her firft 
Couſin P— G—; with the whole Duchy 
of Z for her Dowry. 

Txt Duchels, however, was too much. 
a Woman to bear ſo long a Converſation, 
one Word of which ſhe did not under- 
Rand, without expreſling great Uneaſineſs, 
nor by frequent Interruptions, conjuring her 
Conſort to let her ſhare in the Secret, 
which her El al Highneſs took ſuch 
Care to keep her a Stranger to. But, tho 
the Duke had hitherto comply'd with her 
Inclinations in all Things, this conde- 
icending Viſit ſo effeQually flattered his 
Pride, that Love had loft its uſual Hold, 
and her repeated Importunities ſeem'd only 
to produce ſo many Denials; the El-—rels 
having firſt unboſomed, on Condition, that 
the Ducheſs ſhould not be made acquaint= 
ed-with the Occaſion of her coming, *till 
he had given her a deciſive Anſwer. 

As Curioſity has no Reſt till it is grati- 
fied, the Ducheſs thought every Moment 
an Age, till ſhe had an Opportunity of 
ſifting out the Truth; which, no doubt, 

ſhe 


\ 


( 11 
ſhe had not the leſs Appetite for, becauſe 


it had been ſo often denied her. But pro- 


vided we are let into a Secret, we care not 
how dearly we pay for it; and thus, when 
the Ducheſs was at laſt indulged with what 
ſhe had ſo vehemently deſired, inſtead of cu- 
ring, it only terved to redouble her Vexation. 
. TrovcH ſhe had not preſum'd openly to 
relent the Slights put upon her by the 
Houſe of H—, they had left a very bitter 


Reliſh upon her Memory; and, by the 


Manner in which the El —ſs had now treat- 


ed her, ſhe ſaw no Proſpect of Advantage to 


herſelf, even from a Marriage which that 
Princeſs had taken ſuch an extraordinary 
Step to bring about. She was not with- 
out Apprehenſions neither, that the Con- 
tempt thrown upon her would deſcend like- 
wile to her Daughter; for whoſe Happineſs 
ſhe was tenderly concerned, and which 
ſeemed to be little conſulted in a Match 
that had nothing but Intereſt for its Foun- 


dation ; the young Prince having already 


contracted ſuch a Familiarity with a certain 
* H 7-Lady, as ſufficiently witneſſed 
that his Bride would have but a wy {len- 
der Intereſt in his Heart, 
RE- 
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* Hr —tt, of Mu. c, Siſter to the Counteſs of 
Pl—t—1 ; firſt married to Cr - Y-. —2 B—ſch, 
and afterwards to Ern—/t UV-. 
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REvoLvIxNG theſe and many other per- 


plexing Thoughts, ſhe could not help burſt- 


ing into a Torrent of Tears, and with the 
utmoſt Earneſtneſs, beſceching her Lord to 
have a due Concern for his Daughter's Hap- 
pine{s, however indifferent he was grown 
to hers ; nor did ſhe forget to mingle ſuch 
Reaſons with her Paſſion, as might au- 
thorize this firſt Oppoſition ſhe eyer of- 
fered to his Will, and induce him to alter 
his Mind a ſecond Time. But all in vain. 
Neither the Conſideration of his Breach 
of Faith to the Duke of W-If-22b-t-1, nor 
the apparent Affront offer'd to his Ducheſs, 
nor the Hazards which threaten'd his 
Daughter, ſeemed to have any Weight. 
The aggrandizing the Houſe of L—nb--gh 
had ſwallowed up every other Concern, 
and ſhe who had, till that fatal Moment, 
been able ro influence his Reſolutions 
as ſhe pleaſcd, from that fatal Moment loft 
her Influence entirely, and could recoyer 
it no more. 

Tat El — ſs, indeed, rightly appre- 
hending that the Ducheis would not fail 
to oppoſe, with her whole Strength, a Pro- 


Jet which was concerted not only with- 


out her Participation, but in Defiance of 
all ſhe could do to render it abortive, re- 
ſolved to give the Duke no Time to cool, 
and therefore diſpatched a Courier imme- 

diately 
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diately to Hin, both to acquaint the El 
with the Succeſs of her Negotiations, and 
require the Preſence of her Son forthwith; 
that Delays might not prove as fatal to his 
Pretenſions, as they had to thoſe of the Prince 
of W-If-mb-t-l, his Rival, Nor did ſhe ſtop 
here, but employed the Interval in adjuſt- 
ing the Marriage-Articles, to the minuteſt 
Circumſtance; to that when his EI—al 
Highneſs arrived, he had nothing to do but 
to make his Compliments, and take Poſ- 
leſſion of his Bride. 

AMBITION hath its Ardour as well as 


Love; but then 'tis of a very different 


Kind, as was evidenced in the Behaviour 
of this young Prince, who appeared rather 
as a Suiter to the Duchy, than to the 
Lady in whole Right He was one Day to 
enjoy it. But all that was wanting in 
Gallantry on his Side, being amply made 
up by the Addreſs of the El-—1s his 
Mother, a ſhort Day was appointed for the 
nuptial Ceremony, which was performed 
with as much Pomp and Solemnity as the 
Time would give Leave. 

Born the Bride and Bridegroom who were 


to be the principal Figures, were ſo adorn- 


cd with the Court-glitter uſual upon theſe 
Occaſions, that if, by their outward Pomp, 
the Spectators had been to gueſs ct their 
inward Tranquillity, they might have been 
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(14) 
rank'd juſtly among the happieſt Perſons 
in the Univerſe. 

Bur neither Gold, nor Jewels, nor State, 
nor Sovereignty, beſtow Happineſs ; and a 
heavy Heart will, in the midſt of all, hang 
a Cloud upon the Brow. It was thus with 
the Princeis: ſhe looked upon herſelf as a 


State-Viaim ; and though ſhe was all Re- 


ſignation, betray'd ſuch a Melancholly as 
would have became Iphigenia, when on the 


Point of being ſacrificed. 


As for the Bridegroom, he was, by Na- 


ture, ſullen, reſerv'd, haughty, and ſelf- 
iſh; he conſidered the Princeſs as only the 


Title-Deeds to the Duchy of Z—  , 


which even his Father did not more greedi- 


ly long for; and conſequently behaved like 


one going through a Ceremonial which he 
thought tedious and burdenſome, but found 
neceflary. An Affectation of Gallantry he 
was obliged to put on, but then it was 
vifibly an Affectation; and though he gave 
his Hand to his Bride, his Heart remained 
ſtill in the Boſom of his Miſtreſs. | 

APPEARANCES of this untoward Na- 
ture, were by no means pleaſing either to 
the Duke or Ducheſs ; the laſt eſpecial- 
ly being ſcarce able to conceal her Chagrin, 
which eſcaped in frequent Sighs, that ſhe 


found it impoſſible to ſtifle. The El—f 


was indeed the only happy Perſon; who at 
| this 
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this triumphant Criſis, enjoyed all the 
Tranſport of Politicians, who ask only 


for Succeſs to their Meaſures, and laugh 


at all other Conſiderations, 

No outward Marks of Satisſaction, how- 
ever, were wanting to deccive the Public 
into an Opinion, that Princes are to the 
full as happy as they are great. 

Tris favourite Point thus effectually 
obtained, neither the El-—=<fs nor her Son 


had any further Buſineſs at Z . Ina 


few Days after the Solemnity, therefore, 
they ſet out for H——, together with 
the Bride, whoſe Grief upon quitting her 
Parents, was no Way diminifh'd, either by 
the pompous Reception ſhe met with from 
the El 
phlegmatic Careſſes of the Prince her Huſ- 
band. 

AMBITION and Gallantry, as in moſt o- 
ther Courts, were at this Juncture the eſta- 


bliſh'd Idols in that of H—— ; and, ac- 
| cording to the uſual Courſe of Exchange 


between the Sexes, Ladies became power- 
full, and Lords were made happy, by mu- 
tual Obligations conferred upon each o- 
ther. 755 
WHEKE ſuch was the Commerce, it is 
not to be wondered that Dreſs, Equipage, 
Balls, and every other faſhionable Oſten- 
tation, gave a Luſtre to the Place where 
it 


r, her Father- in-Law, or the 
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( 16 ) 
it was ſo induſtriouſly carry'd on; nor 
that foreign Adventurers ſhould put in 
there with a flattering Gale of Hope, as 
to a Port where Fortune promiſed to make 
their Voyage proſperous. | 


Tax El r himſelf, though his Man- 
ner, like that of the Reft of the German 
Princes (who all affect to be thought fo 
many little Cæſars/ ſavour'd rather too 
much of the Buskin, was not wanting ei- 
ther in Courteſy or Munificence : And as 
to the El——f, having in her very In- 
fancy been made acquainted with Ad ver- 
fity, it had both improv'd her Head, and 
ſoften'd her Heart; whence it followed that 
the was alike capable of diſtinguiſhing 
Merit, and relieving Calamity. Beſides, 
ſuch was her Addreſs, that if all who 
beſought her Protection could not be 
tery'd to their Wiſhes, all were obliged 
even beyond them. Her Pride affected 
only thoſe who were of equal Rank to 
herſelf ; to thoſe beneath her, ſhe was all 
Condeſcention : And though the Ducheſs 
of Z—— complained of her Haughtinefs, 
but few could be perſuaded to think her 
Complaints were juſt. To ſum up the 
reſt of her Character in few Words: She 
was as much a Miſtreſs of Books and 
Languages, as the Arts of Courts ; for 


in her Youth, when the whole Family > 
: , 8 C 


„ K 0 


(47) 
the King her Father were made the Sport 
of Fortune, Learning had been her Con- 
ſolation, and became now her Glory. 
To this. Court, 1o brilliant before, the 
late Marriage made no ſmall Addition of 
Splendour; for the young Nobility then at 
L—, as well Natives as Strangers, thought 


it a Point of Duty as well as Gallantry to 


wait upon the Bride to the Court of the 
Prince her Husband ; and at their Head ap- 
pear'd the young Count K—nngſ—rk, a 
noble Swede, in the Flower of his Age, ad- 


-mirably well made, tall, handſome, with 


flowing Hair, ſprightly Eyes; in one Word, 
an equal Mixture of Mars and Adonis. — 


Though born in Sweden, he had been 


trained up in the Court of Z , and 
while both the Princeſs and he were Chil- 
dren, had often the Honour to be diſtin= 
guithed by her, as one whole Services ſhe 
xcliſh'd moſt : Approbation on one Hand, 
therefore, did not fail to produce Zeal and 
Aſſiduity on the other; and though nei- 
ther, perhaps, was aware of the Cauſe, 
the Princeſs never appear'd ſo gay, as in rhe 
Company of young K—nng ei; 
K—mgſ—r& ſo happy, as when waiting 
upon the Princeſs; | 

WII what Eye, A he; regard- 
ed this Marriage, need not be explained; 


and that the Princels was pleaſed to ſee 


4+ 
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em in her Circle at H 


„cannot be 
doubted. She ſaw herſelf ſurrounded with 
Strangers; ſhe found herſelf ſoon to be 
held of little Conſequence, and diſcover'd 
that the Herd of Courtiers preſumed to 
treat her accordingly. A Confident, 
therefore, to unboſom to, to adviſe with, 
to receive both Council and Confolation 
from, was what ſhe could not fail to long 
for, and in him preferable to all others. 
On the other Hand, the Count, who had 
ever conſidered her as his Day-Star which 
he never failed to worſhip, could no long- 
er think of returning to Z——, which 
had now loſt its only Charm, but deſired 
above all Things to continue within the 
Reach of her Eve, and to make her the 
Regent of his Fate. In order to which, 
he found Ways and Means to recommend 
himſelf ſo effectually to the El r, that 
he ſoon obtained a Commiſſion in his For- 
ces, and a Stipend ſuitable: to his Rank. 
Bor this was far ſhort of his Defires—— 
To have a Pretence to reſide at H- 
was laying the Foundation; but nothing 
ſhort of a free Acceſs to Court, could. fi- 
niſh the Building: In order, therefore, to 
accompliſh the reſt, he paid his Court 
with all the Addreſs he was Maſter of, 
to Prince Charles, Brother to his Elba 


High- 
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High —ſs, who ſpent almoſt every Even- 


ing among the Ladies of his Mother's 
Court, and often ſelected ſome young 
Lord or other to be of the Party: Nor 
did his Endeavours fail him, for the young 
Prince became in a very ſhort Time ſo 
entirely attach'd to the gallant Swede, 
that he prefer'd. his Company to all other, 
and thenceforward never made a Viſit with= 
out him. 

HITHERTO the Count had followed the 
Princeſs, and delighted in her Company, 
almoſt he knew not Why; chufing rather 
to perſuade himſelf, that he made his 


Court to a Patroneſs, than aſpired to her 


more immediate Fayour. - But. this daily 
Acceſs, the gracious Reception he al- 
ways met with, and the Diſcovery he 
ſoon began to make, that the Marriages 
of Princes were more calculated to flatter 
their Ambition, than gratify their more 
tender. Paſſions, by adminiſtring Food 
to his Hope, made him ſenſible, that this 
eager Attachment bordered very nearly 
upon Love. 

Burt Love was a Sound not even to 
be whiſpered without Danger. Over and 
above the Diſproportion of Rank, the 
Princeſs was now married, and every 
Thing was to be apprehended from the 
Power of her Conſort, as well as her own 
: — un- 


620 


unqueſtionable Virtue. Prudence, there- 
fore, diſſuaded him even from thinking 
of what it was impoſſible for him to ob- 
tain: But Vanity and Self- Deluſion re- 
moved and leſſened every Obſtacle, and 
by falling in with his Paſſions, like all. 
other Sycophants, led him on blind-fold 
to his Ruin. To ſee her, to meet her 
Regards, to enjoy the Pleaſure of her 
Converſation, to receive the Honour of 
her Commands, he propoſed to make 
the Bounds of his Ambition, and eſteem- 
ed Elyſium itſelf, in Compariſon to the 
Hell of an cternal Baniſhment, whi- 
ther Deſpair would be ſure to follow 
him. , | 

As to the Princeſs, who had ever 
ſhewn him a more than ordinary Regard, 
without diſcovering any particular Reaſon 
for ſo doing, ſhe could not help being 
more pleaſed than ever, to ſee him en- 
tertained in a Court, where ſhe was now 
eſtabliſhed for Life, and where ſhe began 
already to preſage, ſhe ſhould ſtand in 
need of a Counſellor and a Friend : Of 
this ſhe did not fail to give him a gracious 
Hint, the very firſt Time ſhe had an Op- 
portunity ; and though the Terms ſhe 
uſed, were ſuch as were dictated only by 
her own ſecret Diſcontents, the Count 
did not fail to give them ſuch a 
Turn, as beſt correſponded with his own 
| tow 'ring 


5 
tow'ring Wiſhes. Such a Seducer is 


Love ! 
WO EVER from beneath had looked up 


to the Princeſs upon her State-Eminence, 


{o great in herſelf, ſo advantageouſly mar- 


ried, and as the Mother (for ſo ſhe ſoon 


became) of a Prince, would have been 
tempted to rank her among the happieſt 
of Women. But, alas! the Fact was very 
different from the Appearance. The 
El r treated her with Complaiſance, 
but it was apparently forced, cold, and 
unnatural; the El ſs, though one 
of the beſt-bred Women of her Time, 
with ſcarce any Complaiſance at all ; as if 
the thought the Daughter of Madam 
4 Ohr. — ſe, had nothing to clainiin Right 


of her Deſcent from the Duke of Z— . 


The Prince, her Conſort, thought himſelf 


authorized to copy the Behaviour of his 
Parents, with a cruel Fidelity ; and, what 
was worſt of all, the Counteſs of P. 


7, 


the El r's Miſtreſs, vied with her in 


all Things; nay, affected a Superiority, and 
| ſeemed to look down upon her, as no more 
than a State-Cypher. | 


Tuts intriguing Lady was a native of 
Heſſe, and nobly deſcended ; but the Count 
de Pl u, her Husband, was more o- 
bliged to his good Fortune, than his Birth 
having owed his Elevation ſolely to his 

2 Aſcendancy 
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„ 
Aſcendancy over the El—r, his Maſter's 
Temper, which he had ſtudied with the 
utmoſt exactneſs, and knew as exactly how 
to gratify and oblige. 

Bur, though he was ſole Favourite, to 
ſhare in the El-—r's good Graces, only by 
Reflection, by no means ſuited the aſpiring 
Temper of his Wife : Nothing leſs would 
ſatisfy her than an Intereſt of her own; 
and this, through the Mediation of her 
own Charms, and a thorough Loyalty, 
which ſhe thought admitted of no Re- 
ſerve, ſhe ſoon ſaw herſelf in fall Pof- 
ſeſſion of; inſomuch, that all Suits were 
made to her, and all Favours paſſed thro' 
her Hands, though not altogether entire, 
as they were granted. 

To be of Importance to ſome Perſons i is 
not ſufficient, unleſs it is publicly ſeen and 
acknowledged; ; and of this oftentatious 
Claſs was the Counteſs; one of whoſe 
chief Cares was, to have it known, as pub- 
licly as poſſible, that ſhe governed him 
who governed the El ate. She had, 
likewiſe, the Vanity to have her public 
Days, and to play the Queen of her own 
Circle, diſtinguiſhing and diſcountenancing, 
complementing and neglecting, as beſt 
tally'd with her Humour, or her Intereſt; 
and while this Mock-Court of hers ſwarm- 
| N 


„ 
ed with Company of all Degrees, the Prin- 
ccls's was almoſt a Deſart. 
IT is not to be preſum'd that the Count 
her Husband was ignorant of the Secret to 
which ſhe owed her Power: But his Wife was 


not a more devoted Subject than he was a 


complaiſant Courtier; and in Proportion as 
ſhe grew more pleaſing to his Sovereign, 
ihe became more dear to him. That how- 
ever this Tendernels of his might not give 
Umbrage, he took Care to make his ordi- 
nary Reſidence at Lud, under the 
Pretence of an extreme Paſſion for the 
Beauties of that Place; and the EI—r, 
on the other Hand, to render this Retreat 
yet more agreeable, made him his firſt 
Miniſter, and by his Intereſt at Vienna, 
adyanced him to the. Dignity of a Count 
of the Empire. 

Burt, though this Commerce between 


the El——r and the Counteſs was ſo no- 
torious, and the Price it coſt him fo extra- 


vagant, ſuch was the Diſcretion or Inſen- 
ſibility of the El-—reſs, that ſhe never 
once in her Life hinted a Complaint of 
either, or ſeem'd to know the was injur'd, 
or even treated the Counteſs as one ſhe had 
the leaſt Reaſon to be diſſatisfied with: 
Which convenient Blindeſs, or Exceſs of 
Complaiſance, tho” it did not reclaim the 
El-—r, obliged him to ſuch a Degree, that 
| Bi = he 


> 5 
\ 
Wen * ww 8 oy — © — 1 . * — r n 1 20 0 — 1 1 n 
2 rr na ey oy og TE 8 8 . Ro e „ - — 
VB - . . : a PT n n - WER ys n . x oe . 8 A: - ae; 


(24 ) 
he never failed to treat her with the ut- 
moſt Reſpect, and even Veneration; and his 
Example became a Law to the whole 

Court, 

Harp had it been for the Princeſs, if 
ſhe had followed the ſame Plan, and over- 
looked Treſpaſſes ſhe had not Weight e- 
nough either to cure or puniſh: But ſhe 
was but juſt taken out of the Boſom of 
her Parents, had never converſed with Miſ- 
fortune, or met with a Rival to vie with 
her in Place, or Power, or Grandeur. 'That, 
therefore, a female Favourite, whole Sway 
was founded on her Infamy, ſhould preſume 
to conteſt the Palm of Beauty with her, 
out-number her in Followers and Depen- 
dants, out-{hine her in Dreſs and Equipage, 
and actually affect to over-look her as a 
Perſon of no Significancy, gave her infinite 
Provocation. Nor did ſhe fail to expreſs her 
Keſentments publicly, nor to expoſe her 
upon all Occaſions, nor to treat her with 
all the Haughtineſs and Diſdain which her 
own Spleen could prompt, or her ſuperior 
Dignity and Virtue authorize : Alike 
thoughtleſs and careleſs of the Reſentment 
ſhe might kindle, or the Miſchiefs that 

Reſentment might produce. 
Tr hath been already obſerved, that the 
Siſter of the Counteſs was Miſtreſs to the 
El 1 Prince, and conſequently a 5 
© 


( 25 ) 

of Rival to the Princeſs; notwithſtanding 
which, as her Behavicur was more modeſt, 
and ſhe gave no Alarms to her Pride, by 
endeavouring to ccliple her in the grand 
Articles of Expence, Equipage, Sc. ſhe 
ſcarce ſeemed to bear her any Grudge, but 
exhauſted all her Satire on the Counteſs 
only. 

Tur Princeſs was of a Diſpoſition rather 
gay than grave, and above meaſure fond of 
Raillery and Ridicule. With this dangerous 
Humour of hers, Kygs—rk in particular, 
had been one of the firſt to fall in, and, as 
he ſoon diſcovered on what Subject ſhe 
loved moſt to employ it, loſt no Opportu- 
nity of ſerving up the Countels ; who, as 
often, was uſed without Mercy. 

Cours are the very Element of Spies: 
and a Woman of the Counteſs's Turn, 
could not fail of having Numbers at her 
Devotion: That, therefore, {he ſhould ſoon 
be apprized of the Princeſs's Hatred to her 
was but natural; as likewile, that ſhe ſhould 
as ſoon relolve to be avenged, if ever For- 
tune ſhould furniſh her with Means and 
Opportunity. For ſome Time, however, 
this Animoſity lay in a manner 1mothered; 
continual Balls and Banquets at Court 
ſeemed to leave no Room for Broils 
and Heart-burnings ; but Diſcord was ever 


preſent notwithſtanding, The Counteſs of 
71. t—3 
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PI—t—1 was ever in Figure and Impor- _ 


tance the ſecond Perſon ; conſequently ſo 
many Feaſts were ſo many Triumphs on 
one Hand, and Mortifications on the other; 
which the Counteſs ſeemed to glory in, and 

the Princeſs could not forgive. 
Azovr this Time the two Houſes of 
Auſtria and Bourbon divided Europe into 
two grand Parties, and William then King 
of England, found Ways and Means to en- 
gage the El——r in the Intereſt of the 
firſt; as likewiſe to obtain a Promiſe from 
him to induce his Brother the Duke of Z—, 
to become a Party in the ſame Cauſe. But 
this was a Task of no ſmall Difficulty ; for 
though B—r—nſd—f, the Duke's firſt 
Miniſter, had a Spleen againſt the French, 
both the Ducheſs and her Faction in the 
Council, eſpouſed them as ſtrongly. In or- 
der, therefore, to carry his Point more 
efteQtually, he thought it adviſeable to 
make a Journey to &——, with his whole 
Court, as if in Complement to his Brother, 
and to do a Pleaſure to his Daughter-in-law, 
without any View to Buſineſs of any Kind: 
But when there, though the Day ſeemingly 
began and ended with Pleaſure, he applied 
his principal Attention, by all imaginable 
Ways and Means, to fift out the Duke's 
own Inclinations, as likewiſe what Degree 
of Aſcendency the Ducheſs ſtill ſeemed 
| to 
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to have over him; and from thence gather- 
cd, that it behoved him to begin his Ne- 
gotiations, if Artifices deſerve that Name, 
with her, it he hoped to bring them to a 
happy Iſſue. 


To the Ducheſs, therefore, all at once, 
ha changed his Manner entirely; conde- 
ſcended even to ſpeak in the Stile of a 
i Penitent ; acknowledged, that hitherto ſhe 


had not been treated with the Reſpect due 
to her Merits ; hinted, that all the Blame of 
theſe. Omiſſions, belonged to the El—ſs,who 
piqu'd herſelf rather too much on her Royal 
Deſcent ; declared, that even ſhe ſhould be 
prevailed upon to receive and converſe with 
her as a Siſter; and that Both he and ſhe 
would make her Amends for the paſt, by 
their exact and cordial Behaviour to her for 
the Time to come. 

Taz Ducheſs, who was all Sincerity her- 
ſelf, and had beſides, no other Ambition but 
to be treated upon the Level by this 
haughty Family, fell for the preſent into 
tne Snare; and in Return for ſo many ob- 
liging Expreſſions, made an Offer of her 
beſt Services to the El—r without Re- 
ſer ve. 

HAviNc thus, as he thought, made ſure 

b * of the Ducheſs, the El r began to try | 
his Practices next upon Br —ndſ—f, the ? 
Duke's firſt Miniſter and F W a | 
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Tas 
Man poſſeſſed of ſuch Plenitude of Power 
in A, that even the Duke himſelf 
ſtood in Awe of him, and durſt hardly 
contradict his own Creature, 

INDEED, when touched to the Quick by 
the Reproaches of the Ducheſs, he ſome- 
times reſumed a Shew of Spirit, and declar- 
ed he would be his own Miniſter. But 
the hot Fit was ſoon over, and he became 
as much a Dupe as ever: For hating Buſi- 
nets, having becn uſcd to be governed, and 
preſerring Hunting to every other Pleaſure, 
H—r—nſ4—ff ſeemed more neceſſary to the 
Duke, than the Duke to B—r—nſd—f; 
and he almoſt took it as a Favour, if he 
would condeſcend to eaſe him of his Power 
and Authority again. 

In this Sketch, it is eaſy to ſee that the 
Ducheſs and this Miniſter were almoſt at 
perpetual Variance ; and the means ſhe had 
taken to ballance his Power, by preferring 
as many French as poſſible to the Duke's 


Favour, only ſerved to make the Breach 


the wider : Hence the Politicians were of 
Opinion, that the El——'rs Viſit to Z—, 
at this Criſis, was originally owing to 
B--r--1{d--rf/; as appearing the only means 


to put an End to the Ducheſs's Power, 


and to eſtabliſh his own without a Rival. 
This, however, is certain, that the El-—r 


carricd his Point, and thereby the whole 
Houle 
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Houſe of Lu rg threw their Weight 
into the Austrian Scale. 

LzsT, however, upon his Return to 
H———7, and in Conſequence of any 
Thing which might happen there, the 
Ducheſs ſhould go off again from her En- 


gagements, and induce her Conſort to do 


the ſame, it appeared adviſeable that the 
E] r ſhould introduce certain of his 
Partizans into the Duke's Privy Council. 
But how to compaſs it, was the great 
Difficulty ; fince it was, to all Appearance, 
the joint Intereſt of both the Ducheſs and 
B—r—nſd4—f to diſappoint him. 
Havinc, however, ſucceeded once al- 
ready with the Ducheſs by the Force 
of Flattery, he reſolved to make ute of 
the ſame Expedient a ſecond Time : Ac- 
cordingly, in the midſt of a Profuſion of 
Complements, by way of Vehicle to the 


Pill, he opened to her his new Project, ex- 


plained the Neceſſity of it with Reſpect 


to himſelf, and the Innocence of it with 


Reſpect to her; and finally, by way of Con- 
ſideration for her good Offices in it, engag- 
ed to continue her Appointments of all 
Kinds, on the ſame Footing they now 
were, in caſe ſhe ſurvived the Duke her 
Conſort, 5 


TEIS 


Re 


„ 


. 
+ 
2 


— 


S N Fa 


— — 
— 


23 ar a 4 ” E 8 
. 5 

AA 

EF „ 


r e e 
ET r 
„ Ar e 
* 3 1 . - » 
o — Ä ew — 
E＋1⁵·ĩ;5ꝛ ——ͤ— I HOON — 
* „ WEE ae — 


+" 4 
a 7 *— 
8 CZE. 30 


BAT ee, «> 


ws — . 
, he na - te — 1 : 

Ie bs — p > r 

— < 8 > of nd 5 - we ap 

... 2 apo Op 

- 1 2 * =» + — 33111 [4 * M 9 — 
r A 
. 


4; N 
II 


(30 

Tx1s maſterly Refinement of the El—r's 
opened the Eyes of the Ducheſs immedi- 
ately, and ſhe ſaw diſtinctly, however it 
was coloured over, that this neceſlary, inno- 
cent Project of his was calculated only to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Duchy in Effect, even 
in the Life-Time of her Lord, and of courſe 
to diſarm her of all Power and Influence for 
the future. She had, however, Preſence 
of Mind enough to encounter Diffimula- 
tion with Diſſimulation, and to promile e- 
very Thing in her Power, with a ſettled 
Reſolution, to do her utmoſt to defeat it; 
which, as ſoon as the El r had taken 
his Leave, ſhe yery cordially endeayoured, 
by diſpatching a truſty” Meffenger to 
B—r—zſd—f, to lay before him the 
pernicious Conlequences of this H——r- 
Maſter-Piece, to invite him to join Inter- 
efts, and to aſſure him, upon theſe 


Terms, ſhe would be his Friend for e- 


TEE: | 

Bor the El-—r had been before-hand 
with B—r-—nſ4—f, and had fupported 
his Arguments ſo effectually, that the poor 
Ducheſs found herſelf without Reſource : 
That crafty Miniſter holding it much 
more for his Intereſt to enter into the 
Views of a potent Prince, who Was one 
Day to be his Lord, than to eſpouſe the 
flimſey Schemes of a Woman without 
Friends 


(31 ) 


Friends or Power, or Dependance of any 


Kind, but the precarious Life of the Duke 


her Conſort. 


In Correſpondence, therefore, to the 
Propoſals of the deſigning El—r, he ſpread 
before his Maſter the Web of Policy, which 
follows, vg. 

I. Twar fince 1 Marriage of the 
El 1 Prince, with the Princeſs, the 
Intereſts of Z—— and H—— were be- 


come the ſame. 


II. Tnar, therefore, it was of the ut- 
moſt Importance to both Courts, to pre- 


ſerve the ſtricteſt Union imaginable; which 


could be done no other wiſe than by this 
mutual Agreement, not to undertake any 
Thing whatever, without the Participation 
and Concurrence of each other. | 
III. THart not only the two States, but 
the two Families, would, by this Means, 
become one; in which Cate all Coldneſs 
of either Hand would vaniſh, and the In- 
tereſts of the Ducheſs and the Princeſs be- 
come in very Deed, as dear to, the whole 


El-—1 Houſe, as their own. 


IV. Txar, though the El r con- 
deſcended to requeſt this clole and intimate 
Union as a Fayour, it was caſy to prove 
he might demand it as a Right ; and that 


the Refuſal might be attended with very 
1 Conſequences to the Ducheſs and 


her 


„ 
her Daughter, if they had the Misfortune 
to ſurvive. him. 

Tux Duke yawn'd over this bold Pro- 
poſal with his uſual Indolence, and had 
granted all upon the firſt Suggeſtion, to be 
delivered from the. Trouble of examining 
it, if the Ducheſs had not that Moment 
entered the Room, and conjured him in 
the moſt earneſt Manner, to conſider the 
fatal Tendency. of what was preſented 
to him; and remonſtrated, that from the 
Moment he gave into it, he would no more 
be Duke of 2 ; his Sovereignty would 
be departed from him, and he would re- 
main only the Subſtitute of H——r. 

Bur for cvery Difficulty ſhe ſtarted, 
B—r—nſdi—ff- was ready with an An- 
{wer, and arttully inſinuating, that if the 
Propoſal had been made from any other 
Hand, her Highneſs would probably have 
been the firſt to honour it with her Appro- 
bation, the Duke took the Hint to get 
rid of the Controverſy ;- imputed her Ob- 
jections to her Animoſity to his Favourite, 
and gave his Aſſent in the Grols, to all that 
was propoſed to him. 

III El- r, having now Suns all 
his Points, made ſure of B ruſ⸗ %-, 
and ſo garbled the Privy - Council of 
Z——— as to be ſecure of a Ma- 


jority of Voices, took his Leave of the 
Duke 
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Duke and Ducheſs, and with the whole 
El 1 Family, returned to H—. 

Ir muſt here be recollected, that, during 
the Continuance of this artificial Viſit, not 
only the Duke and Ducheſs were admitted 
into the good Graces of their H r 
Allies, but even the Princeſs had the Ho- 
nour of a Share, whoſe very Husband a- 
bated a little of his former Sullenneſs, and 
deigned to converſe with her as a reaſonable 
Creature; infomuch that K—n—ngſm—rk, 
whoſe only Hope depended on the Con- 
tinuance of the Prince's viſible Coldnels, 
was on the Point of quitting even that 
ſlender Hold, and dropping into the Gulph 
of Deſpair ſor ever. 

Bur this ſeeming Happineſs of the Prin- 
ceſs, was little better than a Dream; for 
H. was ſcarce in Sight, before the 
Mask was taken off, and her Treatment 
on all Hands became leſs excuſable than 
ever: The Prince, in particular, not only 
avoided her Bed, but her Company, and 
for two whole Months together, never ex- 
chang'd a Syllable with her, nor allow'd 
her a Moment's Opportunity to enquire the 
Cauſe of ſo ſudden and undeſery'd an 
Alteration. 

Nor being able, however, to digeſt the 
Affront any longer, as likewiſe believing 
it to be her Duty to ſolicite an Explana- 
2 0 tion, 
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tion, ſhe one Day made a Shift to ſurprize 
him in his Cloſet alone, and, when able to 
{peals (for Tears and Paſſion for a while 
heid her ſpeechleſs) conjured him in the 
moſt urgent and affecting Manner, to let 
her know wherein ſhe had offended, and 
why he ſo induſtriouſly avoided her. For 
myſelf, ſaid ſhe, L am not conſcious of a 
blameable Thought, nor can I attempt to 
juſtify my Conduct, till I am informed in 
what I have had the Misfortune to diſ- 
pleaſe you. If I was conſcious of a Fault, 
I ſhould not preſume to aſſert my Inno- 
cence; and I do not care to think you ca- 
pable of afflicting me unjuſtly. But mere- 
Iy to be Innocent, is not all I aſpire to; L 
would fain make it my Glory to pleaſe 
you, and ſhould efteem it the higheſt 
Obligation you can - confer on me, if you 
would point out the Way. 

y leaving me to myſelf —interrupt= 
ed the Prince, with a Voice like Thunder, 
and a Look, if poſſible, yet more killing ; 
and withal, ruſh'd out of the Cloſet like a 
Fury, leaving the Princeſs in Agonies not 
de deſcribed... 2 | | 

SHE made haſte, however, from a Place 
which was now grown terrible; and with 
Grief, Diſmay, and Anguiſh in her Face, 
returned to hex own Apartment, where 
The found the Baroneſs de M. tk and 


* _ . 
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XK — -,, waiting to pay their Court, 
and in the greateſt Amazement to ſee her 
enter with her Face ſtained with Tears, 
and every Feature rufled, as if with tome 
great Calamity. 
TE Baroneſs was, of all the Ladies in 
the Court, the moſt confided in by the 
Princeſs; and as to K—n——4, ſhe had 
been long uſed to think him at her Deyo- 
tron even to the Jaws of Death. It was 
but natural, therefore, that, when the 
preſſed her to unboſom the Cauſe of her 
Affliction, ſhe ſhould inſtantly give it 
Vent, thongh under the Seal of eternal 
Secrecy, and with a ſtrict Charge, that 
their Compaſſion to her ſhould not ſuffer 
Whiſper to eſcape to the Dithonour of the 
Prince her Husband. 

De MIt made no Scruple to comply 


with the Princeſs's Injunctions without Rei- 


ſerye: But as to K , with an e- 
qual Mixture of 'Zeal and Arr, "he took up- 
on him to ſpeak. of the Prince's Behaviour 
with a Reſentment which his Dependance 
on the Court of H-, could ill juſtify : 
He that is inſenſible of ſo much Virtue 
and ſo much Beauty, ſaid he, is unworthy 
of ſo much Tenderneſs and Delicacy; he 
deſerves rather your Anger, your Diſdain, 
your utter Forgetfulneſs, that ever {ſuch a 
Man had a Being : of rather, he doth not 

2 de- 


(2 
deſerve to be at all. The whole World, 
Madam, would eſpouſe your Cauſe, and de- 
clare your Vengeance to be juſt, 

You are too raſh, K—-—k, you are 
too raſh, reply'd the Princeſs; nor can. I 
ſuffer you to uſe ſuch Expreſſions in my 
Hearing ; nor ought I to pardon you for 
having uſed them at all, However inju- 
Tious his Treatment has been, he is ſtill my 
Husband, and we muſt not forget our Duty, 
though he hath violated his. I am unfor- 
tunate, but | never will be guilty. 


How much ſoeyer the Count long'd to 


make the Princeſs ſenſible of his peculiar 
Zcal and Attachment, he dutſt not reply; 
but leaning againſt a Table which was near 
him, contented himſelf with fixing his fine 
Eyes full upon her, in which very expreſſive- 
ly appeared, Love and Indignation ſtrugg- 
ling tor Eſcape, and witheld only by a Fear 
of giving Offence, The Princels, likewile, 
found her Eyes in a manner fa ſtened to his; 
the Baroneſs had hers bent towards the 
Ground, and all continued in a profound, 
penſive, and perplexed Silence; when 
Prince Charles, to their great Surprize, 


made his Appearance : upon which the 


Princeſs recovering herfelf, with all the Ad- 
dreſs ſhe was Miſtreſs of, gave his Highneſs 
to underſtand, that, finding herſelf indiſpos'd, 
ſhe was that Moment on the Point of ſend- 


ing 


X 
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ing the Count to make him acquainted 


with it, that he might not be at the Trou- 


ble of a Viſit, which could afford him but 
little Entertainment. 

TH x Prince, though ſomewhat alarm- 
ed at the Scene he had interrupted, 
made a civil Reply, and took his Leave 
4, likewiſe, being under a Ne- 
ceſſity to bear him Company; but ſo much 
altered in his Looks and Manner, that the 
Prince could not help taking Notice of it, 
nor of enquiring, with a particular Shrewd- 
neſs in his Pace, whether Love. was not 
the Cauſe; Love, not waited on by 


Smiles and Graces, but with Bitterneſs, 
Pain and Diſappointment ? Be ingenuous, 


continued he, have not I probed your 


Wound to the Quick? And, if I have, 


make me your Confident, and conſult me 
upon the Cure. 

Iz the Count was troubled before, he 
was embarraſſed now; but thinking Diſſi- 
mulation was now become Self-Defence, 
ſtood upon his Guard, and utterly deny'd 
what he had been fo ill able to conceal : 
The Prince, however, did not ſeem entire- 
ly ſatisfied with his Anſwer, and in his 
Reply gave him to underſtand, that when 
a Thing is ſuſpected, it is halt diſcovered. 
If, therefore, Count, ſays he, you have 
not treated me as a Friend, don't wonder 

G-3 if 
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if you find me an Enemy. I ſhall watch- 
you narrowly, and, if I get at your Secret, 
remember, he that i is not truſted, cannot be 
reproached with Perfid y. 
HAP PII for K 4, certain Court 
Lords here joined the Prince, and faved 
him the Pain of an Anſwer, which he was 
greatly at a Loſs to make: But, though 
relieved from the preſent Perplexity, he 
could hardly call it a Deliverance. A 
Thouſand Uneaſineſſes, the Reſult of theſe 
unlucky Queries, poſſeſſed him. As Lo- 
vers are pictured in Romances, he called 
every Action, Word, and Glance to Ac- 
count, in order to find out, if any Eſcape 
of his had authorized the Prince to preſs 
him ſo cloſely on a Point, in which his 
very Lite itſelf was concerned. But the 
Review gave him no Satisfaction; all {till 
remained in Suſpence and Uncertainty : 


And his next Buſineſs was, to Rifle the 
Doubts and Fears he could no otherwiſe 


get rid of. 

HE then turned his Thoughts to the 
Incident which had happened to the Prin- 
ccls, and could not help finding Matter 
of Conſolation in what had given her ſo 
much Afflicttion.. Had ſhe found Happi- 
nels lodged in the Boſom of her Conſort, 
ſhe would have had no Temptation 55 
have gone in Queſt of it eiſewhere: Bur; 

as 


7 
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as it was, there was at leaſt Room to 
hope, that in Time ſhe would be brought 
to deſpiſe and hate his Rival: That ſhe 
had truſted him with the Secret; that ſhe 
had forgiven the Hint of Revenge he 
had ſo raſhly dropped; and that ſhe had 
ſuffered her Eyes to hold a Parley with his, 
he interpreted, with the uſual Vanity of 


Lovers, as ſo many Favours. | 


Bur, while the Count indulged himſelf 
in theſe Day-Dreams, the Princeſs, find- 
ing the Agitation of her Mind had taken 
a dangerous Hold of her Body, was put to 
Bed, with all the Symptoms of a violent 
Fever, which increaſed every Hour to ſuch 
a Degree, that by Morning it was appre- 
hended to be mortal. 

Dtcorum, and common Humanity, o- 
bliged the El—r and El is to make 
a Shew of Concern upon this Occaſion ; 
and the laſt in particular never ſtirr'd from 


her Bed-Side, and behaved to her with all 


the Tenderneſs of a Mother; whieh the 
Princeſs did not fail to acknowledge in 
{ach a Manner, as ſhewed that ſhe was to 
the full as ſenſible of Benefits as In- 
Juries. _ 

Tk Prince her Husband, likewile, on 


this melancholy Occaſion found himſelf ob- 


liged to honour ber with a Viſit, and to 


let fall ſome Expieſſions, not altogether ſo 
C 4 harſh, 


H„ↄ—k ? J; — ——— — — — —— - 
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harſh, as thoſe he had usd in their laſt 
Cloſet - Interview, to which the Princeſs 
owed her preſent Malady. 

THIXXING this, therefore, a favourable 
Opportunity to make one Eſſay more to 
thaw his frozen Heart, ſhe took hold of his 
Hand, as he far upon her Bedſide, and with 
a ſecble, broken Voice, and Eyes ſwimming 
with Tears, IT am dying, Prince, ſaid ſhe, 
and you are the Cauſe. Your Rigour has 
broke my Heart. W hat I did not 
deſerve, I had not Strength to bear. 
But why ſhould I upbraid you? Your af- 
fections were already diſpoſed of, and the 
empty Title of Wife was all which was 
reſerved for me, in Exchange for all that I 
could give. — But if you cannot be kind 
to me, at leaſt be juſt ! acknowledge, at 
leaſt, that I do not fuffer for my Faults ; 
but only through the Severity of my Det- 
tiny ! Indulge me but in this, and hving 
or dying, you ſhall have my tendereſt Ac- 
knowledgements ! 

A fainting Fit put a Period to her 
Speech, and delivered the Prince from the 
Trouble of a Reply : For, before ſhe came 
again to herſelf, he had, with great Phi- 
loſophy, quitted her Apartment. | 

VEXATION and Reſentment now took 
the Place of Sorrow and Affliction; and ſhe 
held it unworthy of her to dye for one 

Who 
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who had not the Generoſity to acknow- 
ledge that Innocence, which Calumny itſelf 
could not blemiſh : From that very Hour, 
therefore, ſhe gathered new Spirits, and in 
a few Days her Phyſicians pronounced her 
to be cut of Danger. | 
SHE was, however, not only big with 
Child, when theſe ſhocking Tryals befell 
her, but ſo near her Time, that, before ſhe 
had fully recovered her Strength, her Pains 
covertook her, and ſhe was brought to Bed 
of a * Princeſs : At the ſame Time, likewiſe, 
the Reflection of her Misfortunes once 
more got the better of her Reſolution, and 
ſhe ſunk into a deep and ſettled Melan- 
cholly, which no Endeavours of any Kind 
could remove; for the Prince her Conſort 
had no Share in them: During which gloomy 
Interval, ſhe kept entirely to her Chamber, 
ſaw little Company, deſired none; ſcarce 
ever ſpoke or {miled, and ſeemed to have 
loſt all Reliſh of Life, and its Enjoyments. 
Ar length, however, to get rid of the 
Importunity of her Phyſicians, ſhe con- 
ſented to be removed to H——nh—2, a 
fine Village belonging to the El r, about 
a League from H—-7, whither the El —ſs 
| had 


— — 


* The preſent Q—n 5 r of P-—a, 
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had the Goodneſs to accompany her, that 
the cenſorious World might not have 
Room to whiſper, that her _y only 
was held in Eſteem at H- 

CARE was likewile taken, * ſhe ſhould 
not be incommoded in her Retreat with too 
much Company, and too many Attendants. 
The El is, indeed, who was more 
fond of Prince Charles than any of her 
other Children, eafily prevailed with her 
to ſuffer him to be of the Party, and the 
Prince made Intereſt for K k to ac- 
company him; which was allo agreed to. 
But - when his Highneſs acquainted the 
Count with the Fayour that was done 
him, the laſt, thinking it to be a Snare for 
the further Diſcovery of what he feared 
was more than gueſſed at already, beliey'd 
it incumbent on him to find out ſome Pre- 
text for remaining at H. But the 
Prince would admit of no Excuſes ; and, 
in Spite of his Diſcretion, the Count was 
eaſily prevailed upon to compliment his 
Highneſs with a Compliance, which re- 
_ quired more Philoſophy than he was Maſter 
of to refuſe. 

Tunis little Excurſion was no ſooner re- 
ſolved on than executed. Both the Seaſon 
and the Weather were the fineſt which the 
Year affords. The Place itſelf reſembled a 
little Paradiſe, and nothing but Tranquil- 

lity, 
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lity, which ſeldom viſits the Palaces of 
Princes, was wanting to make it one in- 
deed. 

Bur, if the Goddeſs herſelf was abſent, 
every Day had its gilded Cloud to ſupply 
her Place. The EI — js had a more 
delicate Taſte in Pleaſures, than is uſually 
to be found in the Courts of Germany < 
She had read the moſt refined Authors, 
converſed with the moſt poliſhed Mer, 
and had derived from her excellent Mo- 
ther thoſe Graces and Embelliſhments of 
high Life, which only the Ladies can either 
teach or practice. 

HENCE, without having Recourſe to 
dry Precepts, and nauſeous Declamations, 
which only flatter the Pride of the 
Speaker, and create Diſguſt in the Hear- 
er, ſhe knew how to ſtrike at the Root 
of the Princeſs's Diſeaſe, and by gradual 
and' imperceptible Degrees, reconcile her 
again to the World which ſhe was obliged 
to converſe with, and bad too ſoon learned 
to abhor, 

SOME ingenious Pretence, therefore, ſhe 
never was at a Los for, to draw her from 
her Chamber; to walk, to fiſh, and be a 
Spectatreſs of the Chace, though not ex- 
poſed to the Fatigues of it: The Garden, 
the Lake, the Wood, the Grotto, the Al- 
coye, the Viſta, were, by turns, the Scene 


of 
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of the Day's Amuſement ; and Muſic, 
Plays, Dances, and ſprightly Converſation, 


finiſhed the Evening. 


Os, if the Weather confined the illuſtri- 
ous Company within Doors, Invention was 
never at a Stand, or Time found burden- 


ſome: Trifling was ſometimes rendered not 
only entertaining but ingenious : Sometimes 
Books were conſulted, and the Dead preſs d 
into the Service of the Living; and ſome- 
times ſuch Curioſities of Art as the Palace 
was adorn'd with, inſtead of mere Furni- 
ture, became the Subje&-Matter of Enter- 
tainment and Admiration. 

THERE was, in particular, a long Gallery, 
filled with a Variety of exquiſite Paintings, 
which often furniſhed out many a pleaſing 
Hour; and here it was, that from the Por- 
trait of a Lady of incomparable Beauty, 
which was vie w'd almoſt with Aſtoniſhment 
by the Princeſs, the El —ſs took the 
Hint to entertain her with the following 
Hiſtory. 
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The Falſe Favourite. 


r is certain, that Princes are 

more liable to be deceived, 
than thoſe of a like Degree of 
Underſtanding in a lower Rank 
of Life ; bur it is as certain, 
if ever they diſcover the Fraud, that the 


perfidious Servant pays dearly for abuſing 


the Confidence of his Sovereign. 

EAR IL Ethelwold, the Favourite of 
Edgar King of England, had by a dex- 
trous Turn of Flatrery, and a thoorugh 
Devotion 
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Devotion to the Paſſions of his Royal 
. Maſter, procured ſuch an Aſcendancy over 
him, that he gaye up his Power, Will, 


Words, and Thoughts to his Direction: His 
own Reaton, pay, his own Senſes were 
under the Dominion of Ethelwold; and 
even in Love, as well as Empire, he con- 


deſcended to conſult this abſolute Fa- 
vourite. 


THE whole Kingdom at that Time, 
rung with the Name of Gertrude, only 
Daughter, and ſole Heireſs to Atheliton 
Earl of Devon Her Beauty was talk'd 
of as alinoft miraculous; as what the oldeſt 
Man living, nor he who had trayelled 
fartheſt, had never feen any Thing worthy 
to be compared with: What anſwered the 
Idea of a Venus, worthy to be adorcd : 
what never appeared” but with all the 
Graces in Company, and darted Love 
through every Eye which preiumed too 
curiouſly to gaze upon it, Nor was this 
Lady lets formidable to the State, by her 
Birth and Poſſeſſions, than by her ſuperiour 
Charms. The Earl, her Father, was at 
the Head of the Nobility, for Wealth, 


Power, and Popularity; and, having receiv- 
ed fore Diſguſt ar Court, had made his 


Retreat to his Own Caſtle, where he had 
reſided for many Years, with a Splendour 
little 
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little inferiour to the King's; and among 
his own Vaſlals was as much rever d. 

Tü Beauty of the Daughter, there- 
fore, added to the Weight and Diſcon- 
tent of the Father; became worthy the 
Conſideration of the State ; and even the 
King thought it adviſable to ſecure her to 
himſelf, for fear ſhe ſhouid be made a 
Lures to confederate the Nobles — 
him, and throw the whole Kingdom into 
Confuſion. 

Bur political Contain did not weigh 
ſo much with the King, as the Vanity of ha- 
ving the fincit Woman in the Univerſe for his 
Queen: Her Beauty only made her worthy 
of his Ambition, and as that anſwered the 
Reputation it had obtained, he refolyed to 
marry or reject her. 

Havinc, therefore, as much Deference 
for the Taſte of Ethelwold, as Opinion of 
his Fidelity, by his Eyes and Report he 
reſolved to be governed; and accordingly 
made him his Plenipo in this delicate At- 
fair, which concerned no leſs than all the 
future Weal or Woe of his Life. 
 Ethelwold was one of theſe bold Politici- 

ans, who conſider only what may be gained 
by a Project, without regarding the Danger 
or Detriment attending it ; and as in this 
critical Commiſſion, he faw many Open- 
ings of Advantage to himſelf, he never 

once 


648) 
once pauſed to examine the Inconveniences 
which they might be counter-balanced 
with. On the contrary, he applauded the 
King's Reſolution, and in the moſt ſan- 
guine Manner, undertook that it ſhould 
redound equally to his Intereſt, Honour, 
and Happinels. 

Norhixd in Caſes of this Nature, he 
knew, could be more grateful to Princes 
than Expedition : He, therefore, took his 
Leave, and ſet out forthwith, though 
with the. utmoſt Secrecy, that no Cabals 
might be ſet on foot to traverſe his Nego- 
tiations, nor idle Tales be invented to 
amule the Public with relation either to the 
Motive or Succeſs. 

Txt Earl of Devon, it may be ſuppoſed, 
was ſomewhat ſurprized at a Viſit 10 little 
expected; but, nevertheleſs, gave his Gueſt 
ſuch a Reception, as might oblige a Friend, 
or reconcile an Enemy: And, Ethelwold on 
his Side, that he might at once preſerye the 
My ſteriouſneſs of the Politician, and yet 
ſeem to deſerve the frank and cordial En- 
tertainment he met with from his Hoſt, 
diſguiſed the true Intent of his coming, un- 
der the ſpecious Pretence of complimenting 
him with his good Offices, to make up his 
Breach with the King, and reſtore him to 


all the Honours and Diſtin&ions which 
His high Rank entitled him to, | 


Such 
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Suck an extraordinary Advance from 


the King's principal Favourite, melted the 
ſtubborn Heart of this hitherto untracta- 
ble Grandee at once He not only em- 
braced him ſeveral Times, in Acknow- 
ledgement of his Condeſcenſion, but intro- 
duced him to his Angel-Daughter, with 
a Command, that ſhe likewiſe ſhould con- 
ſider him as one to whom he ow'd the 
higheſt Obligation. ; 

NkITHER the ſudden Entrance of a 
Stranger, who was apparently of the firſt 
Diſtinction, nor the viſible Emotion with 
which her Father expreſſed himſelf, at 
all ſhock'd Gerirude's Preſence of Mind. 
Great Beauties are accuſtomed to the Com- 
pliments, Addreſſes, and Reſpects of all 
Mankind ; and are, therefore, then only 
diſcompoſed, when they are diſappointed 
of them. But it was not thus with 


Ethelwold ; though uſed to be the Idol of 


his own Circle, and to ſhare even in the 
Adoration paid to his Royal Maſter in 
his; though never approached but with 
the Head in the Duit. nor confronted 
with an Eye that did not pay Homage to 
his ; though already prepared by the Voice 
of the Public to feaſt his View with the 
Phenix of her Times, and though his 
Imagination burn'd, as. it were, with the 
glorious Idea, ſo far ſhort of the Truth 
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was all that had been faid, or all that he 
conceived, that he ſtood before her like a 


Clown at Court, loſt in Admiration and 


Aſtoniſhment, with his Eyes fixed and his 
Mouth open, attempting to ſpeak, but 
wanting the Power. 

H 1s firſt Recollection, however, was 
worthy of a Stateſman juſt become a Lo- 
ver; that is to ſay, that though he ſtood 
engaged to ſerve his Maſter, it would be 
his wileſt Courſe to ſerve himſelf. With 
all the Addreſs in his Power did he then 
endeavour to recall his ſcattered Faculties, 
and to give ſuch a Turn to his Surprize, as 
ſhould ſerve at once a as Proof of the 
Lady's irreſiſtible Charms, and his own 
Senſibility. 

Comixc, by Degrees, to the more cool 
and deliberate Uſe of his Reaſon, he con- 
cluded within himſelf, that now was the 
golden Opportunity to make himſelf happy 
for ever. As neither the Lady nor her 
Father had, nor could have, the leaſt Inti- 
mation of the King's Purpoſe; as no Man 
beneath the Throne could make Propoſals 
better worth their Acceptance than him- 
ſelf, he loſt no Time in unboſoming his 


Mind to both: To the Lady, as a Lover, 


all Paſſion and Obſequiouſneſs, with Ten- 
derneſs in his Eye, Perſuaſion on his 
Tongue, and Devotion in his . 


A* 
To her Father, as a Politician, ſhewing 
what Strength, Grandeur, Honour, and 
Importance would reſult to each, from an 
Alliance alike founded on Intereſt and In- 
clination. 

TRE Earl, he had the Pleaſure to 

find, accepted his Offers greedily ; nor did 
the Lady give him any Cauſe to deſpair, 
He was the ſecond Perſon in the Kingdom; 
neither old nor unhandiome ; and what 
was wanting in Love, Vanity ſup- 
ply'd. 
IN a few Days, therefore, he obtained 
his Suit; every Article was adjuſted, and 
the Matrimonial Benediction all that was 
wanting to put him in Poſſeſſion of the 
Jewel he ſo ardently coveted. 

Bur, however, urgent his Paſſion Was, 
he thought it ad viſable to be ſafe as well 
as happy; and therefore, with great Dex- 
terity, poſtpon'd the Ceremony, under the 
Pretence, that it might give Umbrage to 
the King, and looſen him in his Favour, 
if he took ſuch a Step, without previouſly 
asking his Conſent. 

THz Earl approved of his Precaution, 
and after taking a paſſionate Farewel of 
his Miſtreſs, he ſet out on his Return for 
London; where being arrived, and imme- 
diately cloſeted, in order to lay open the 
Succeſs of his Embaſſy, he employed all 
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the Artifice he was Maſter of, to bring his 
crooked Deſigns to bear; by repreſenting, 
with a diſſembled Gaiety, that Fame had 
never uttered any Thing ſo faiſe, as her Ac- 
count of this Lady, nor yet ſo true. Every 
one of her Features, ſaid he, is a Maſter- 
Picce ; her Forehead is ſmooth, white, and 


- finely ſpread ; her Brow open, clear, and 


well-turn'd ; her Eye both ſweet and full 
of Fire; her Noſe ſuch as would have be- 
came a Veuus; her Mouth lovely, and ſet 
round with Dimples ; her Hair reſembling 
Gold in the Sun-ſhine ; and her Stature 
without a Fault. And yet all theſe Beau- 
ties are 1o fantaſtically ſct together, that 
they have almoſt as forbidding an Effect, 
as Deformity itſelf; for her Eyes are ſmall, 
and her Noſe large; her Forehead flat, 
and her Cheek- Bones high ; her Teeth are 
White, but her Mouth is wide : Too great 
a Quantity of Hair, gives her a blowzy 
Look ; too great a Breadth of Face, an 
Air of Confidence ; and too much Colour, 
the Coarſeneſs of a Dairy-Maid. Beſides: 
all which, ſhe is Aukwardneſs itſelf; 
ſtares like an Ideot; and, in her Gate, is 
a perfect Hoyden. In ſhort, never any 
Perſon before was at once ſo handſome and 
ſo ugly: Then the Earl her Father, in his Ca- 
bals with the diſcontented Nobles, and in 
his Houſhold-Riots, to make Court to the 

| Populace, 


Cr 
Populace, has grievouſly impair'd his E- 
ſtate ; ſo that neither the Wealth of the 
Father, can give a Luſtre to the Charms 
of his Daughter ; nor can the Charms of 
the Daughter, make Amends for the Fa- 
ther's waſted Fortunes. 

As the King had never ſeen the Lady, 
nor had the leaſt Suſpicion of the Truth, 
he both ſwallow'd and digeſted all that his 
Favourite thought proper to adminiſter ; 
and only reſolved to be no more enamour'd 
with the Pictures drawn by common 
Fame. 

Ethelwold was, ne vertheleſs, too much 
a Politician to leave the King's Mind 
at leiſure for After-Thoughts ; tome Ex- 
pedient was, therefore, neceſſary to be found 
out for his Amuſement; but whether in 
Love or War, he was for ſome ſhort Time 
undetermined : For, ſo a Favourite obtains 
his Ends, he is quite indifferent as to the 
Means. : i 

Love, however, at laſt, he held moſt 
advidable; as thinking the preſent, known 
Beauties of any fine Woman, would be 
more than a Match for thoſe of a God- 
dels, if abſent, and admired only in Idea. 

Wirz this View, therefore, he caſt his 
Eyes on an Orphan-Lady of Diſtinction, 
who, to eſcape the ill Uſage of her Guardi- 
an, had fled to a Cloiſter, and from thence 
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had petitioned Ethelwold to commiſe- 


rate her Caſe, and redeem her out of ſuch 


cruel Hands. | 
Even the good Offices of Stateſmen 


are to be ſuſpected. Ethelwold eſpouſed 


this young Lady's Cauſe, as if only for the 
Sake of Equity and Humanity, and to 
convince the Public, that he accepted of 
Power merely to have the more enlarged 
Capacity of doing Good. 

Taxixc, therefore, the innocent Victim 
by the Hand, he led her to the King; 
took: upon him to be her Advocate, and 
pleaded for her, as if Charity and Gene- 
roſity dwelt only in his Bolom, But Beau- 
ty, even in Silence, is eloquent beyond 


the Power of Words. Wilfrede was, at 


leaft, the ſecond Favourite of Nature, and 
but gave Place to Gertrude, who had 
not her equal beneath the Sky. The 
King ſcarce heard his Favourite; his Soul 
had taken Poſſeſſion of his Eye, and, in- 
ſtead of granting a Suit, he became himſelf 
a Suppliant. 

Thovcn Wilfrede had her Share of 
Pride, it did not ſoar ſo high as a Crown: 
To ſee her Sovereign at her Feet, was 
more than her Dreams had ever flattered 
her with ; and he could not be more ſen- 
ſible of her Beauty, than ſhe of the Honour 
of ſuch a Conqueſt. The Soil was, there- 

1 fore, 
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fore, proper for the Plant, and Erhelwold 
had foon the Pleaſure to fcc it bear ſuch 
Fruits as he defired. | 

HavinG thus effectually cured the King, 
of his Curioſity, with Regard to Ger- 
trude, his next Step was, to renew his Jea- 
louſy of the Earl her Father; by remonſtra- 
ting, that he had good Grounds to ſuſpect, 
that he was then carry ing on a ſecret Correſ- 
pondence with the Duke of Nermaudy, 
which in Time, might prove dangerous to 
the Engliſh Crown; and ſuggeſting at the 
ſame Time, that the ſureſt Method of 
bridling his Ambition, would be to diſ- 

oſe of his Daughter in Marriage, to ſome 
one of his Servants, of try'd Integrity ; ſince 
thereby ſhe would become a Hoſtage for 
his good Behaviour. 

Tart credulous King Mill believed his 
Fayourite to be all Witdom and Fidelity ; 
and, therefore, not only approved the Ad- 
vice, but preſſed him in the moſt earneſt 
Manner, to be himſelf the Man; ſince on his 
Integrity he depended moft. Bat tho' this 
was the very Thing, which Ethelwold drove 
at. He had too much Artifice to betray the 
leaſt Glimpſe of that Pleaſure which he 
took in the Propoſal: On the contrary, he 
created Difficulties, raiſed Scruples, and ſub- 
mitted at laſt, with the Air of one who 
made himſelf a Sacrifice, for the Security 
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of his Maſter, and the Repoſe of his 
Kingdom, | 

His Plot being now perfect, with a 
penſive Look, but a glad Heart, he took 
his Leave of the King, and ſet out for 
Devon, where he arrived all Tranſport, 
made a Merit of the pretended Difficulties 
he had met with in making the Earl's 
Peace, and challeng'd Gertrude for his 
Reward ; which in a few Days, ſhe be- 
came; the Earl chearfully ratifying his for- 
mer Ag -reement, and the Lady making no 
Difficulty to receive for a Husband, the 
{ſecond Man in the Kingdom, as being ſtill 
ignorant that he had robbed her of the 
Firſt. 

Tit that he thought lame beſore, ſeem'd 
now to have double Wings: Many happy 
Weeks had flown away in Raptures; and 
he found himſelf, at unawares, obliged to 
make Love give Place to Ambition: no 
Body knowing better than he, how diffi- 
cult it was, without conſtant Attendance, 
to preſerve Court-Fayour. 

Wren, therefore, the utmoſt Day of 
the Term allotted him was in Sight, he 
gave his Bride to underſtand, that his Duty 
call'd, and ſhe muſt, for a Seaſon, give him 
Leave to obey it ; which ſhe readily a- 
greed to, but on fk a Condition, as al- 
moſt carried Death along with it. 

Ger- 


(57) 

Gertrude, though Lady of the Soil, and 
treated by all in a Manner as the Queen 
of the Province where ſhe liv'd, had look'd 
upon herſelf hitherto, as moſt unfortunate, 
becauſe unacquainted with the Gaieties of a 
Court; and ſhe had given into this Mar- 
riage, principally to take Leave of a 
Country-Life, and to cloy herſelf with 
thoſe Pomps and Splendours, which ſhe 
thought nobody had a better Right to 
than herſelf. 

HER Husband's Return was then the 
very Opportunity ſhe waited for: and 
when he endeayourcd to ſoften it, by ex- 
preſſing the Neceſlity which obliged him 
to leave her, and the Agonies it gave him, 
the cut him ſhort with a Declaration 
That ſhe would bear him Company. 
Her Vanity, however, ſhe had the Ad- 
dreſs to conceal. — Her Love, her Tender- 
nels were the only Motives that appear- 
ed, and the utter Impoſſibility of enduring 
Life without him. 

HitHtRTo Ethelwold's Treachery had 
been attended with nothing bur Succeſs, Tri- 
umph and Happineſs : But this untoward 
Incident ſpread a Damp over all. The 
very Appearance of Gertrude, he knew, 
would give the Lye to every Feature of 
the fantaſtic Picture he had drawn of her; 
and the King, he foreſa w, would think = 

elf 
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ſelf authorized to proceed to any Violence 
whatever. 

THUNDERSTRUCK, therefore, with a 
Reply ſo unexpected, Ethelwold ſtood fix'd 
like a Statue, ſpeechleſs with Perplexity, 
and weighing within himſelf, whether he ; 
Mould ſacrifice his Love to his Ambition, 
or his Ambition to his Love; for to pre- 
ierve both, ſeemed impoſſible. 

THar, however, he might leave no 
Expedient untried, he made Uſe of every 
plauſible Argument which his Invention 
could furniſh him with, to induce her to 
change her Purpoſe, and to continue ſtill 
at her Father's Seat, till the King's Ser- 
vice would again permit him to have the 
Pleaſure of her ſweet Society. 

But his Endeayours were entirely fruit- 
lets : Her Heart was ſet upon going, and 
ihe was pre-determined to carry her Point, 
colt what it would, With the peculiar 
Artifice, therefore, that fine Women 
are ſeldom at a Loſs for, ſhe touched 
him to the Quick with the moſt point- 
ed Reproaches ; charg'd him with In- 
conſtancy, Indifference, or Contempt: Ask d 
him, whether he was aſham'd of his 
Choice? Whether he was ſick of her 
Fondneſs? Whether Abſence was to be 
his Cure? And a broken Heart hers ? | 
To all this, ſhe added Tears, Swoonings, 

Blandiſhments, 
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Blandiſhments; and whatever real Paſſion 
feels, or Falſhood feigns: inſomuch, that 
Ethetwold finding himſelf equally in- 
capable of parting with his Power or his 
Wife, made the Truth his laſt Subterfuge; 
told her all with an Ingenuity that he had 
never practiſed before, and which nothing 
but the moſt cruel Neceſſity could have 


reduced him to now; pleaded the Ex- 


cels of his Paſſion as an "Excuſe for his Infi- 
delity, and endeavoured to diſarm her Re- 
ſentment, by piquing her upon her Gene- 
roſity. 

Gertrude liſtened to this unexpect- 
ed Diſcovery with the moſt profound At- 
tention ; and, though every Word was a 


Daggcr to her Heart, never dropp'd a Syl- 


lable which might betray her keen Senſe 
of her Husband's Impoſture; nor, for ſome 
Moments after he had done ſpeaking, did 
ſhe ſuffer a Look to explain what paſſed 
in her Boſom. At length, however, like 


one whoſe Thoughts, after a long Excur- 


ſion, were come home, ſhe coldly ſignified, 
that ſhe no longer wondered at his Deſire 
to leave her behind, and that ſhe ſhould 
comply with it, in Compliment to his Re- 
_ 

Ethelwold fell at her Feet in a Tranſ- 
port of Acknowledgment, called her his 
GOO = Angel, and yow'd he would 

live 
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live and die her Slave: Soon after which 


he ſet out for London, with all the Tran- 
quillity of a Man, who finds himſelf not 
only ſafe aſhore, after a Tempeſt, but in 
the ſecure Poſſeſſion of all the Treaſure 
which the Wayes had juſt threatened to 
devour. | | 
Bor it was not ſo with Gertrude. Her 
Thoughts and Dreams were now continu- 
ally haunted with Thrones, Sceptres, 
Crowns, and all the dazzling Splendors 
they are ſurrounded with. To have been 
the Elect of a King, made her look down 
with Diſdain upon his Favourite : To 
have been trick'd out of the Royalty that 
was prepared for her, made her no longer 
think of him as her Husband, but her 
Enemy. The Court ſhe had ſo paſſi- 
onately deſired to viſit, ſeemed now to 
reſemble thoſe gawdy Clouds which we 
admire at a Diſtance, but can never ap- 
proach. Her Father's Caſtle ſhe looked 
upon as her Priſon, from whence ſhe was 


never to remove; and in that afflicting 


Conſideration, every object round about it, 
inſpir'd her with Diſguſt and Abhor- 
rence. 

Ir happened, that, while ſhe was in 
the midſt of this thorough Diſcontent, a 
foreign Painter, who was employed by a 
certain Prince to furniſh him . 

or- 


6 

Portraits of the moſt celebrated Beauties 
of Europe, came to wait upon the Earl her 
Father, with an earneſt Requeſt, that, in 
Compliment to the Prince his Maſter, he 
would have the Goodneſs to influence the 
Lady Gertrude to ſit to him for her Picture; 
without which, he politely inſinuated, his 
Collection would be eſteemed of no Value. 

THE Earl was touched with the Com- 
pliment (for his Daughter's Beauty at- 
forded almoſt as much Food to his Vanity, 
as her's) and with the utmoſt Readineſs 
undertook to anſwer for her Compliance. 

Nox, indeed, did he find any Difficulty 
in obtaining it. It was a Circumſtance that 
perfectly agreed with her preſent Views, and 
ſhe reſolved to improve it to the utmoſt. 


Accordingly, ſhe called out every Charm, 


and every Grace, and borrowed beſides, all 
the Advantages of Dreſs and Decoration. The 
Painter believed that Venus herſelf was be- 
fore him, and, inſpired with that Imagina- 
tion, as much excell'd himſelf in his Per- 
formance, as Gertrude excell'd all other 
Women. Even ſhe, who, by the frequent 
Aſſiſtance of her Glaſs, had every Feature, 
Line, and Touch by Heart, and did not 
fail to ſee all in the moſt favourable Light, 
could not help acknowledging, That he 
had done her Juſtice (which, from a con- 
ſummate Beauty, is to be under ſtood as 
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the higheſt Praiſc.) But ſuch a Hand as 
yours, continued ſhe, ought not to be 
confined to Solitudes like ours. The Court 
is the Element of Beauty; 'tis there only, 
you can hope to be furniſhed with a Sub- 


ject for a Maſter-piece. — Let me adyile 


you, therefore, to repair thither without 
Delay, and by diſplaying the Wonders you 
have already performed, open to yourſelf 
Opportunities, of performing Tull greater. 
THe Painter gladly embraced the Hint, 
and Gertrude maliciouſly took upon her 
to furniſh him with ſuch Recommenda- 
tions, as ſhould make his Way ealy to 
every Lady who was within the Reach of 
his Commiſhon : But, though her Preten- 
fions were to pay a Compltment to the 
Artiſt, her real Deſign was to make him 


unwittingly the Tool of her Ambition and 


Revenge. 
Tux King's Curioſity, ſhe believed, would 


immediately kindle, on hearing a Painter 
was in his Court upon ſuch an Errand ; 
and its firſt Impulſe, it was natural to think, 
would be, to take a Review of thoſe 
Beauties, which had alicady done Honour 
to his Pencil: On which Occaſion ſhe made 


no Difficulty to flatrer herſelf, that the 


Supcriority of her Charms, would not only 
be made maniteſt, but her Husband's 


Treachery likewiſe ; ; and that without 
giving 


63) 


giving the leaſt Suſpicion that ſhe was any 
way inſtrumental to the Diſcovery. 

Nor was ſhe miſtaken in her Conjectures. 
The Painter's Story, by her Management, 
became ſoon the Talk of the Court; and 
the King was one of the firſt to fall into 


the Snare. The Painter innocently ſpread 


his Pieces before the King; but, as the 
moſt finiſh'd Beauty, reterved Gertrude s 


5 for the laſt. 


As upon all other Occaſions, ſo, the 
Judgment of Ethelwold was now like- 
wile appeal'd to, upon every Portrait 
which was preſented to their Confi- 
deration ; and he diverted the whole 
Court with his Pleaſantries, as each, in 
Turn, afforded Hints to his frolick Ima- 
gination. But when that of Gertrude 
appeared, his Wit and Humour fail'd him 
all at once; he ſtood like one Thunder- 
ſtruck, pale, trembling, and alike inca- 
pable to expreſs or conceal his Agony: 
The Reſemblance was too happily taken, to 
leave in him the leaſt Doubt about the O- 
riginal, and therefore ſgemed to threaten 
him with all the Miſchiefs, which he had 
uſed ſuch Precaution to guard againſt. Every 
body, but the King, diſcerned this ſud- 
den Change in him, and wondered what 
could be the Cauſe. But he was faſtened 
by the Eyes to the beautiful Object be- 

fors 
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fore him, and had no Leiſure to attend to 
any Thing elle. What a Miracle ! 
What a Prodigy! What a Goddeis ! At 
laſt he found Words to ay, - But 
this is the Painter's Creation: Nature is 
not capable of ſuch a Production; nor was 
Eve herfelf ſuch an Aſſemblage of Charms. 

No, my Liege, anſwered Ethelzwold, 
(artfully ftopping the Painter's Mouth, 
which was already open to ſpeak) it is 


not wholly the Painter's Creation. My 
Wife gave him the Hint; but he has 


improved it to Admiration. She has, in- 
deed, ſuch a Complexion and ſuch Features; 
but he has given them the Harmony they 
wanted; and expreſſed what ſhe is ſaid to 
be, not what ſhe is: Whence J gather, 
that his whole Collection is of a Piece, and 
Flattery has a greater Share in it than 
Truth. | | DE 
THz Painter was confounded at a Diſ- 
courſe ſo wide of the Fact itſelf, ſince he 
well knew that, where Nature hath done 
her beſt, it is not in the Power of Art 
to do Juſtice, much leſs improve: Be- 
lieving, nevertheleſs, that the Favourite 
had ſome weighty Reaſons for what he 
had ſaid, which it might be dangerous 
for him to diſpute, he ſeemed to allow 
by bis Silence, what he durſt not at- 
rempt to explode, | 
| Burt 


——— ————— Ia 


„ 

Bor, notwithſtanding the Artifice of 
the Husband, or the Addreſs of the Pain- 
ter, the King choſe, for once, to be go- 
verned by his own Eyes, and inſiſted up- 
on comparing the Picture with the Ori- 
ginal. 

Tuis was the very Danger which E- 


thelwold dreaded above all others. He, 


therefore, had Recourſe to every Expe- 
dient in his Power to divert it; pleaded 
an invincible Attachment in his Wite to 
a Country- Lite, and ſuch an inſuperable 
Averſion to Courts, that ſhe had even 
ſtipulated in her Marriage-Articles, ne ver 
to be removed thither on any Pretence 
whatever. | TS 
Ir ſhall be our Pleaſure, then, to wait 
upon her, ſaid the King. Were I Sove- 
reign-Lord of all Europe, ſhe would de- 
ſerve the Compliment ; nor ſhould I heſi- 
tate a Moment to pay 1t. | 
Bur the Buſineſs of the State inter- 
rupted Ethelwold — Shall wait my 
Return, replied the King, All other Con- 
cerns are but Trifles to this ; nor would I 
forego my Intention, to preſerve my 
Crown. | 
A Determination ſo peremptory would 
admit of no longer Diſpute : Ethelwold, 
therefore, gave Way to his Maſter's Plea- 
ſure, and, by way of Fayour, entreated 
only 
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only that he might be allowed to ſet out 
firſt, in order to make the neceſſary Pre- 
Parations for his Reception. 

Tr1s, though with ſome Difficulty, was 
granted, and Zthelwold, more than half in 
Deſpair, began his Journey ; pondering his 
own Infidelitics, the Vengeance that hung 
over him, and what dextrous Expedient 
might yet be put in Practice to avoid it. 
To reſign his Wife, he perſuaded himſelf 
might procure his Pardon ; but then Lite, 
without her, he conſidered as a Thing of 
no Value. TT 

BtszT, therefore, with Miſchiefs, and 
totally unreſolved after what Manner to 
extricate himſelf, upon his Arrival he 
took the firſt Opportunity to throw him- 
ſelf at his Wife's Feet; again acknow- 
ledged the Injury he had done her, but 


pleaded the Violence of his Paſſion, as the 


only Cauſe ; beſought her, therefore, to 
conſider him now as her Husband, not as 
one who had been her Enemy; acquaint- 
ed her with the fatal Incident of the 
Picture, and the dreadful Effects it was 
like to produce ; declared his Lite and 
Fortunes were in her Hands, and that 
ſhe might either ſave or deſtroy him at 
her Pleaſure ; hinted, that, by feigning 
herſelf ſick, or pleading a Devotional Vow, 
or ſetting out on ſome Pilgrimage, or by 

| taking 


7 
taking Sanctuary in ſome Religious Houſe, 
or by ſecreting herſelf in ſome obſcure and 
' diſtant Part of the Country, ſhe might not 
only ſhield him trom the Evils which 
threatned him, but greatly ennoble her own 
Character. | 

Bur Gertrude's Heart was too full of 
the Succeſs of her own Stratagem, and the 
tempting Conſequences ſhe expected from 
it, to give Ear to any of theſe Propoſals : 
On the contrary, ſhe ſignified that no Place 
was ſecure from the Power of the King; 
that to incenſe him yet farther, ſhe thought 
a very unlikely Project to ward off his 
Vengeance for the Offence already commit- 
ted, and that the likelieſt way to make his 
Peace, would be to make a full Confeſſion 
of his Fault, and throw himſelf upon the 
King s Mercy. 

To find he had fo little Intereſt in his 
Wife, was a new Embaraſiment to the 
Earl. Riſing, therefore, from the Ground, 
with a diſtracted Air, as a laſt Requeſt, he 
conjured her, only not to ſtudy her Dreſs, 
or point her Converſation, or blaſt him with 
the Sight of any Endeavour on her Side, 
to charm a Man already but too ſenſible of 
her Perfections. 

Bur even in this, he talked to the deaf 
Adder. The King came; and, as it ſhe took 
a malicious Plealure in contradid ing her 


Lord, Gertrude appear'd before his Majeſty, 
E 2 | all 
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-'1 Magnificence, as well as all Beauty. 
<o Enbelliſhment was wanting, no Snare 
-:5 znthought of, no Charm or Grace was 
prov ed: The very Day itſelf ſeem to 
from her Eye, and bluſh upon her 

Che 11. The King ſtood dumb and motion- 
\ is before her, as her Husband had done 
\»r-merly ; and found Majeſty no Match for 
Beauty. 

To AM Wonders of her Perſon, ſhe like- 
wile added all the Poignancy of her Wit, 
and all the Ornaments of Addreſs and good 
Breeding ; inſomuch, that the King g gazed 
upon her with Ecftaly, heard her with 
Raviſhment, and publicly avowed, that, 
of all her Sex, ſhe only was worthy a 
Crown. 

Nox did he ſtop here, but, looking 
with Scorn and Indignation on Ethelwold, 
gave him tounderſtand, that he now faw into 
the whole Depth of his Villany; and that to 
the Laws of Hoſpitality only, he owed his 
Preſervation : Upbraided him publicly with 
his Breach of Truſt; open'd the whole 
Secret both to the Lady and her Father, 
whom he invited to Court upon his own 
Terms, and before her Husband's Face, 
woo'd Gertrude to quit ſo unworthy a 


Husband, and bear the Earl Company, 


aſſuring her, it ſhould Still be her own 
Fault, 
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Fault, if ſhe did not ſhare with him in 
his Crown. | 

THIS being the very Point which the 
Ambition of Gertrude aimed at, it is not 
to be wonder'd, that ſhe declined it but 
coldly, and that, in the End, ſhe ſuffered 
herſelf to be over- ruled. | 

Grown deſperate with the Oppreſſion of 
ſo many Sorrows, Ethe/wold now threw 
off all ReipeR, and, whether juſtly or un- 
juſtly obtained, inſiſted on the Rights of 
a Husband ; call'd upon Heaven and Earth 
to take part with him, and vainly vowed 
to be the Death of any Man whatever, who 
ſhould dare to deprive him of his Wife. 

BuT Law and Equity are of little 
Weight, where Force is ſupreme. The 
King's Command, the Lady's Conſent, and 
the Earl her Father's Countenance, ſeem- 
ed to give a Sort of Allowance to the Rape, 
and the unfortunate Ethelwold beheld him- 
ſelf undone, both in his Love and Am- 
bition, at a Blow. 


Ir is, perhaps, needleſs to trace this 


Hiſtory any farther. The Will of Sove- 
reigns is generally admitted as a Law: That 
therefore, Ethelwold ſhould, ſoon after this 
Event, fall into a languiſhing Diſeaſe, 
which moſt conveniently removed him out 
of the Way; that Wilfrede, the King's 
Miſtreſs, ſhould be forced into a Nunnery, 

| E 3 an 


(70 
an involuntary Penitent, there to conſume 
the reſt of her Days; and that Gertrude 
thould, at laſt, find herſelf in Poſſeſſion 
of a Throne, are ſo obvious to the Imagi- 
nation, that they ſcarce need a Recital. 

TRE El is here ended her Hiſtory; 
and the Princeſs being now greatly re- 
covered, and the Duke and Ducheſs of 
2 arrived at H—, to repay the late 
Viſit from thence ; the illuſtrious Company 
ſet out on their Return to Court; where 
the Princeſs had once again the Pleaſure to 
find herſelf in the Arms of thoſe, whoſe 
Expreſſions of Friendſhip and Affection 
the knew to be ſincere. 

Uron this double Occaſion, of the Re- 
coyery of the Princeſs, and the Arrival of 
the Duke and Ducheſs, the El | Prince 
had the Gallantry to entertain both Courts 
with a Ball; which, as uſual upon ſuch 
Occaſions, the Nobility of both Sexes, by 
the Splendour of their Appearance, en- 
deayoured to render as magnificent as 
poſſible; particularly Count K———rk, 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſo remarkable a 
Manner, tFat, like the principal Figure in 
a judicious Painting, he attracted all Eyes, 
and, in every Heart, excited either Envy 
or Admiration. 

Eyzry body knows, that the Talk of the 
Circle teldom turns either on Politics or Phi- 

loſophy, 
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loſophy, or any of thoſe abſtruſe or criti- 
cal Points which amuſe the Learned World: 

Dreſs, Figure, Characters, Hints of Scan- 
dal, with the neceſſary Flatteries of the 
Day, on the contrary, make up the whole 
Syſtem of Courticrs, which they take Care 
to manage as frugally as poſſible, for fear of 
being run a-ground. In particular, thoſe 


who have the Royal Ear, and can farniſh 


out no better Amuſement, ſelect the moſt 
conſpicuous Figures from the Herd, which 
they immediately run down, pull to pieces, 
and ſerve up as Royal Entertainment. 
Or this kind of Sport, no Perſon was ſo 
fond as the C—nt—1s of P-; but 
then, ſhe followed it rather to tickle her 
own Spleen, than to fatter any body's elſe: 
And thus had ſhe paid her Court to the 
El is for an Hour together ; when, 
E the Appearance of Count K———n 
rk, ſhe changed her Manner all 
at once; and, taking the Hint from his 
Dreſs, extoll'd that much, his Perſon more, 
and ſpoke of his Accompliſhments, as 
ſcarce to be parallel'd. In this Interval, 
the Count advancing into the Circle, in 
order to ma ke his Complements, the El—1s, 


in a drolling way, told him aloud, that the | 


Counteſs had been diſplaying her Talent at 
his Expence, and adviſed him to leſe no 
Opportunity of taking his Revenge. 
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A Turn at once ſo unexpected, and ſo 
contrary to her real Sentiments, not a little 
diſconcerted the Counteſs, Who could not 
help betray ing, by her Manner at leaſt, that 
ſhe did not deſire to have the Count for 
her Enemy. But neither had ſhe Time to 
undeceive him, nor he to make a proper 
Reply; for at that Moment, the El—x 
and the Duke of Z entered the Room, 
and Complements on all Sides, engroſſed 
the Converſation; which being exhauſted, 
the Scene was next changed to the Apart- 
ment of the Princeſs; where the illuſtrious 
Company divided into Parties, in order to 
ſet down to Cards: But the Counteſs ex- 
cuſing herſelf, the El r did the ſame; 
for, having obſerved her ta look ruffled, and 
uncaſy, he could not reſt *till he had en- 
quired the Cauſe, and received repeated 
Aſſurances, that a flight Head-ach was her 
only Complaint, which ſhe made no doubt 
to get rid of before Morning : But, though 
eas'd in part of his Concern by this Decla- 
ration, he continued to enlarge on his 
Apprehenſions netwithſtanding ; which, 
at preſent, ſhe would very gladly have 
excuſed, as being more diſpoſed to come 
to an Explanation with the Count, than 
- entertain the Careſſes of his High- 
nets. 


SHE 
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SKE was, however, at laſt relieved, by 
the Company 5 riſing up, in order to re- 
move to the Banquet, which was ſpread in 
the adjacent Apartments, and to which the 
Cerenionial required, that the El r 
ſhould lead the Ducheſs of Z——, the 
Duke the El is ; and conſequently no- 
body could ſtir a Step, 'till he had lead the 
Way. 

Bur though ſhe was deliver'd from the 
obſcquious El 
to make an Offer of her Hand to the 
Count as ſhe deſigned ; his Highneſs ha- 
ving given her in Charge to Prince Charles 
as an Invalid, who it would become him 
to be particularly careful of. 

THE Ball, however, which began 
after Supper, favoured her with the O 
portunity ſhe ſo much 1ought and deſir'd; 
for the El—al Prince having opened it with 
the Princeſs his Conſort, it fell to her Lot 
to be led out next by Prince Charles, who 
having gone through one Minuet with the 
Princeſs, was, according to Cuſtom, to fit 

down at the End of the ſecond, and leave 
| his Partner to make her Choice likewiſe, 
which, as may be eaſily conceived, fell 
without Heſitation upon K———rk, who, 
fully believing what the El is had 


ſaid, to be a of Fact, was not a 


little ſurprized at ſo unexpected a Compli- 
ment: 


r, it was not her Lot 
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ment : Being, however, a well-bred Man, 
and devoted to the Service of the Ladies, 
he could not help receiving her Hand as a 
Favour, and expreſſing his Acknowledg- 
ments accordingly ; which the Counteſs re- 
turned with theſe few Words, which ſhe 
dropp'd at once as ſoftly, and diſtinctly as 
poflible. My Lord, I expect to ſee you 
« this very Night at my Apartment, as 
“ foon as the Court breaks up. the El— s 
© has done me wrong.“ 

VANITY, what gay, handſome, young, 
Court-Lord is free from? Our Hero was not: 
To be diſtinguiſhed * her, who diſpoſed of 
the Fate of H „gave him a Pleaſure 
he was ſcarce able to conceal. In ſhort, 
the Princeſs was at that Inſtant forgot, and 
he replied with tome Ardour, That ſhe 

might command his Lite, as well as his O- 

bedience. 
_ Tat Aſſignation thus made and accepted, 
both Parties grew alike impatient to enjoy 
the Fruits of it; and, in order to render the 
Interval as ſhort as poſlible, the Counteſs 
had no ſooner ended her Dance, but ſhe 
counterſeited a Return of her Indiſpoſiti- 
on; as being fully perſwaded, the doating 
El. r v outd, in Tenderneſs to her, find 


ſome Pretence to curtail the vons of 
the Night, that ſhe might be the ſooner 
at Repoſe. 


N 
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No was ſhe miſtaken in her Conjec- 
ture: The Elector did not fail to ruth into 
the Snare, and pleaded a ſudden Diforder 
of his own, to facilitate her Recovery. 
The Court immediately took the Alarm ; 
the good El--—is was for aflembling 
the Phyficians ; and all the Officious ex- 
preſſed a Sorrow they did not feel, and of- 
fered Services which were of no uic. But 
the El r, knowing his own Diſcaſe beſt, 
for this once reſcued himſelf from the 
Miſchiefs he was threatened with, and 
ablolutely refuted all Remedies but Re- 
poſe. 

Tus obligingly favoured by the very 
Perſon who was moſt concerned to dilap- 
point the Meeting, the Count was Ena= 
bled to repair to the Place appointed, ſoon- 
er than he coald have hoped for, and the 
Lady to receive him; who, having as many 
Paſſions to indulge, had to the full as 
much Impatience as he. | 

Ox all the young Nobility about the 
Court, K E was the moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed in himſelf, and had leaſt diſtin- 


guiſhed her. Amus'd with his Romantic 
Purſuit of the Princeſs, whom he could 
never hope to obtain, he had till then o- 
verlooked ſuch as he might, and the 
Counteſs moſt, as being tlie Perſon moſt 
obnoxious to her Highncts, 
| THERE 
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THERE was, therefore, a Mixture of 


Self-Conceit and Spleen to the Princeſs, as 
well as Affection for K——4, in this 


forward Step of the Counteſs's: She had nei- 


ther been accuſtomed to Neglect, nor was 
of a Temper to bear it; much leſs could 
the ſuffer any Body elſe to diſpute the 
Pre-eminence with her, or rob her of the 
Homage which ſhe thought ſtill due to her 
Charms, though now in their Wane. 
ResoLv'd, then, to make a Convert 
of the Count at all Hazards, . and be- 
leving Advances on her Side to be the 
only Way ; being, likewiſe, of a Liber- 
tine-Turn, and thinking the Ceremonial in 
Love-Affairs to be moſt of all imperti- 
nent, ſhe had ſo diſpoſed herſelf on a mag- 
nificent Settee, as, at the firſt Entrance of 
the Count, might prepare him for what was 
to follow; as might totally efface every o- 
ther Image from his Heart, and fill it 
with hers only. | 
Ir ſeems to be a Frailty entail'd upon 
| Man, that Heaven at Diſtance does not 
attract us ſo forcibly, as a Fool's Para- 
diſe in Sight. K 4 found himſelf 
a Son of Adam in this dangerous Inter- 
view. To ſee himſelf at once over- 
whelmed with the Careſſes of a hand- 
ſome, powerful Woman, melted down all 
his Conſtancy at once, and made him 


fit 


422 


5 to receive what Impreſſion ſhe plea- 
ed. 

Bor let us here draw the Curtain. 
Before Day-break the Count retired, and, 
inſtead of Reſt, had Leiſure for ſuch Re- 
flections as alternately produced Plea- 
ſure and Pain. That he had received Fa- 
vours from ſuch a Woman as the Counteſs 
of P——, he could not be ſorry for; that 
he ſhould ſubmit to be a ſecond Time, 10 
obliged, if ſo tempted, he ſaw no Rea» 
fon to doubt; but to make the Truſt and 
Confidence of the Princeſs the Price, he 


thought was buying Gold too dear. 


HERE, therefore, began his Perplexity ; 
for his Ambition prompted him to keep 
well with both, and till ſome ſuch happy 
Expedient occurr'd, he felt himſelf inca- 
pable of Repoſe. Concluding at laſt, how- 
ever, that his Viſits to the Counteſs could 
not be concealed from her Highneſs, he 


came to a Reſolution of carrying the News 


himſelf. | 
AccoRDINGLY, towards Noon, he attend- 


ed her Levee, when thoſe who deign'd to 
countenance her little Circle, came to pay 
their Compliments of Courſe, and was ſoon 


_ diſtinguiſhed in ſo thin an Aſſembly, 


THE Princeſs had for ſome Time been 


in cloſe Converſation with the Baroneſs 4e 


AM——k, and could not help betraying in 
N 5 her 
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her Countenance ſome Signs of Chagrin, 
which the Count interpreted at firſt he 
had ſcme Concern in. But ſhe had the 
Goodneſs to put him ſoon out of his Pain, 
by giving him a Sign to approach, and 
frankly letting him into the Cauſe. Count, 
ſaid ſhe, you hnd me this Morning more 
ſenſible of my wretched Condition than 
ever. I have made no Secret of any Thing 
to the Duke and Duchels; and, inſtead of 
Comfort, receive only the hard Leſſons of 
Patience, Submiſſion, and © Reſignation. 
Finding my Health reftored, they ſeem 
under little Concern for my Quiet. To- 
Morrow they take their Leave; and even 
the poor Pleaſure of bearing them Com- 
pany is denied me. The Count de PI- 
has found out that Travelling is charge- 
able. But why do I complain to you of 
his Oeconomy ? You are in his Intereſt, 

at leaſt in his Wife's, and my Confi- 
dence may now ruin your Fortune. 

Max Diſhonour ſcize me! interrupted 
the Count, as touched to the quick with 
this keen Reproach, if ever I forego your 
Highneſs's Service for any Intereſt what 
ever. It is true, ſhe took it in her Head 
to diſtinguiſh me laſt Night, and I thought 
myſelf obliged to acknowledge it: But 
rather than this, or any other light Cir- 


cumſtance, ſhould bring me into Sufpicion 
with 


her Hand upon her Mo outh; and imme- 


- . Accumulation of 1 Favours. 
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with your Highneſs, I would turn my 
Back upon her for ever. 8 
No, by no Means, Count, replied the Fil 


Princeſs: I defire no ſuch Sacrifice, nor = 
have I any Pretence to juſtify ſuch a De- 1b 
ſire, Converſe with whom you will, I * 
am perſuaded you can never ceaſe to be A 
my Friend; and, till you do, you can ne- | 2 


ver forfeit my Favour : The Woman has 
Power, and under your Influence it may q 
perhaps do me the leſs Miſchief. 1 

X — 4 was going to reply, with ; 
yet more Paſſion, when the Princeſs laid 


diately taking Leave of her little Circle, 
retired to her Cloſet. 
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Tuk Count was now in a Circumſtance 1 
that moſt young Men of Faſhion might | 
envy ; in the Confidence of one great } 
Lady, in the Boſom of another, and in the 8 
Eſteem of all: But Fortune was at this 1 
very Inſtant preparing to mortify him aſter 


a peculiar Manner; that is to ſay, by an 


. 


PRINCE Charles, who was as much at- 
tached to Glory, as K——#& to Love, 
had, during this Interval, obtained the 
Ef r's Leave to ſerve in the Imperial 
Army againſt the Turks; and believing his 
Friend had the like Ambition, procured 
him the like Honour. When, therefore, 

the 


„ 
the Count was in the Height of Self- 
Congratulation, on having ſo happily re- 
conciled the Favour of Madam de Y- 
with his Intereſt in the Princeſs, he found- 
himſelf oppreſs'd with this new and un- 
look'd for Benefit ; which, though it re- 
moy'd him from all the Joys which either 
Grandeur or Luxury could beſtow, chal- 
leng'd the moſt chearful Acceptance, and 
moſt profound Acknowledgments. 

AccoRDINGLY in Complyance with the 
Tyranny of Cuſtom, K & put on 
all the Hero, and expreſſed himſelf to 
his oyer-officious Friend, as if he had ob- 
liged him in the moſt ſenſible Manner: 
as if Life was to be leaſt enjoy'd in the Jaws 
of Death; as if Glory was his only Mi- 
ſtreſs. 

Bor when their Field-Equipages was 
ready, and the Day of Departure drew 
near, in Spite of himſelf his Heart re- 
coiled, his Countenance fell, and a Cloud 
of Concern over-{pread his Brow : Juſtly 
afraid, therefore, of the laſt tender Mo- 
ments, and the ill Conſequences which any 
fatal Eſcape might occaſion, he begged the 
Baroneſs de M E to introduce him 
to the Cloſet of the Princeſs; where fall- 
ing upon his Knee, and endeavouring to 
ſpeak, his Voice forſook him, and he only 

| xd 


681) 
fix d his Eyes upon the Princeſs, without 
ſpeaking a Word. 

A Behaviour ſo paſſionate, an Aſpect 
ſo diſordered, her Highneſs could neither 
over-look, nor be inſenſible of: But re- 


collecting herſelf in a Moment, put an 


End to their mutual Embaraſſment, by 
giving him her Hand to kiſs, and ſay ing 
at the ſame Time. — Count, you are go- 
ing when I ſtood moſt in Need of your 
Services. Take Care of your Life, 
therefore, I charge you. Think I have 
an Intereſt in its Preſervation; and that, 
if you die, I deſpair — My Enemies, I 
foreſee, will make my Load greater than 
I can bear ; and it is by your Help only 
that I look for Deliverance. 

Ir the Count was oyerwhelm'd with 
Grief before, he became now altogether 
as much tranſported with Joy ; and, riſing 


from the Ground, as if all Air and Spirit, 


expreſſed himſelf like one inſpired ; 
declaring ſhe had done him more Honour 
than a Triumph : That a Wiſh of hers 
would bring bim from the remoteſt Cor- 
ner of the Earth to her Feet : That 
every Faculty of his Soul was at her 
Devotion; and that, even to the laſt Gaſp, 
he would obey her. 

THE Princeſs ſmil'd at his Extrava- 
gance; — gave him her Hand once more . 
| jak 
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kiſs, and ſighing out Poor Count made 
hin a Sign to withdraw; which he did 
immediately, Teconcil'd to his Expedition, 
lince it had been the Means of procuring 
{ich a Declaration in his Favour. | 

Bur, though he had thus ſettled with the 
Princeſs, his Debts of Love were not 
wholly ditchar ged: Madam de P— had till 
her Claims, and waited with Impatience 
to have them fatisfied ; nor, in Spite of 
his Attachment to her Highneſs, could 
he prevail with himſelf to ſet out without 
making her thole Acknowledgments, 
which he thought both Gallantry and Gra- 
titude required. 

'F1s a rccciv'd Opinion, that to have 
a Tenderneſs for Two at once is impoſſi- 
ble; but nothing is moie eaſy than to ex- 
plode it: And This one Fact is ſufficient 
to ſhew, that, to a certain Degree, Love, as 
well as Favour, is of difierent Kinds, and 
conſequently may be extended at the ſame 
Time to dificrent Objects. & ad- 
mired the Princeſs as an Angel, but he 
careſſed Madam de Hl 2 a8 a Woman. 
If the firft excited any turbulent Paf- 
ſions, the laſt qualified them again: To 
the my he devoted his Heart; to the o- 
ther, his Soul: That he defired; and this 
he adered. 


Mip- 


(83) 

Mipnicur, as uſual, was the Time 
appointed by the Counteſs for this parting 
Interview; which was all Paſſion on her 
Side, and Acknowledgment on his. The 
preſent Fair-One was Lady of the Aſcen- 
dant, and the other, for the Time being, 

forgot. If the romantic Brayery of 
Prince Charles, who fo officiouſly fought 


out Danger as the only Way to pur-- 


chaſe Glory, was mentioned with tome 
Bitterneſs by the Counteſs, K 2 
thought the Complaint ſo obliging, that 
the Hero gave Way to the Lover, and 
he almoſt confeſſed, that the Honour be- 
ſtowed on him, was purchaſed rather too 
dearly. At parting, the Lady melted in- 
to Tears; the Count expreſſed himſelf 
extremely ſenſible of her Tenderneſs, and 
vow'd to hold her Favours in eternal Re- 
membrance. 

THe next Morning both the Prince and 
he took a public Leave of the Court, and 
ſet out for Hungary; ſoon after which 
arrived the important News that the 
Pa t of E— qd, at the Inſtance, 
and by the Management of K. Is, __ 
opened a Way for the Houſe of H 
to ſucceed to that Crown, in cale 2s 
Princels of D———— 'died without 
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As never any Incident of the like Mo- 
ment had befell this Court, ſo never any 
Was celebrated with the like Rejoycings: 
Not only the El 1 Family, but the 
Nobility, and even the Burghers and Pea- 
ſants behaving on this Occaſion, as if, like 
Moſes, they had already à Sight of the 
Promis'd Land from off the Top of Piſ⸗ 


gab. 
Bur one melancholy Face was to be 
ſeen in all H, and that was the 


Princeſs's ; who, not being treated as one of 
the Family, {aw no Reaſon to join in the 
general Joy; and 1o little Pains did ſhe 
take to diſſemble the real Sentiments of 
| her Heart, that the El is, who 
thought it little leſs than Treaſon, not to 
be tranſported at a Piece of News which 
reflected ſuch Luſtre upon her Poſterity, 
could not help upbraiding her upon the 
Occaſion, as one Inſenſible of her own 
Good, and guilty of little leſs than In- 
ſolence, in affecting an Indifference towards 
a Crown, which even in her very Dreams 
ſhe could hardly have aſpired to. She ad- 
ded, that what ſhe ſeemed ſo much to 
undervalue, ſhe did not deſerve to en- 
joy; more eſpecially, as the Advancement 
in Proſpe& was not only ſo conſiderable, 
but in all Probability ſo nearly approach- 
ing, K. . being already on the De- 
cline, 


(55) 
cline, a Widower and childleſs, and the 
Princeſs unlikely to have any more, and 
then a Mourner over her laſt. 

Tak El-—t1s did not chide thus warm- 
Iy with the Princeſs merely from a Prin- 
ciple of Family-Zeal, or Gratitude to the 
E — % People; but becauſe ſhe fancy 'd 
the Coldneſs of the Princeſs was a Re- 
flection upon her own ungovernable Tranſ- 
ports: For, ſtricken in Years as ſhe was, 
ſuch an ambitious Fondneſs did ſhe foſter 
in her Boſom of yet Quheniing it in EZ 
herſelf, that The ſent Dr. 8 t to 
EZ , on no other Errand, than to 
make Obſeryations on the Princeſs's Habit 
of Body, from thence to calculate how 
long ſhe might probably live, and what 
Hopes and Fears might be entertained as 
to the Article of Child-birth, 

THe Princels, in general, urged her own 
unambitious Temper, in Excuſe for the 
Faults imputed to her by her El 1 
Highneſs; but did not fail to inſinuate 
withal, that her Senſe of Things was too 
inſignificant to deſerve Notice: That as 
the was treated now, ſhe ſhould expect to 
be treated always ; conſequently an In- 
creaſe of Grandeur, would only be an In- 
creaſe of Miſery : That the Crown of E—d 
ſhe (the E—15) feemed to ſet ſuch a Value 
upon, had proyed but a Crown of Thorns 
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( 80 6 
to moſt of the Princes that had worn it; ; 
and that Sovereigns by Election, as well as. 


by Inheritance, might find it to be the 


PreaSURE and Pain are the Night and 
Day of Liſe, and ſucceed one another as 


_ duly. Thus the Jubilee held at H——x, 


on this grand Occaſion, was no fooner over, 
but News came, that in a Battel with 
the 7urks, Prince Charles was killed; and 
that it was believed Count, K-———& 
having thar'd in his Danger, had ſhar'd in 
his Fate. 
* Taz Loſs of the firſt was mourned by 
the Whole Court indifferently ; for his ami- 
able Manners had rendered him dear to 
all; and even K————#& had the Honour 
to be deplored, not only by Madam de 
PI——27, but by the Princeſs herſelf, 
who could not help ſacrificing of a fer 

Tears, to the Memory of one who had been 
her Companion from her Infancy. _ 
Bur they were ſoon wip'd away: The 
Report of his Death was ill-grounded ; 
by the next Advices from Vienna brought 
Word, that he was not only ſafe and well, 
but on his Return to H; where he 
accordingly arrived, and met with ſuch a 
Reception as his gallant Behaviour had de- 
ſerved; eſpecially, from the Princeſs, who 
thought it one of the Favours of Pro- 
| vidence 


87 

vidence to have her only Friend reſtor'd, 
when ſhe had given him over, and when 
his Council and Services were likely to 
be. more uſeful to her than ever. 

TIE El-—— Prince had, for fn 

Time, not only deſerted her entirely, but 
correſponded with his Miſtreis openly; 
of which her Highneſs not only com- 
plained both to the El rand El Is, 
though without Effect, but enlarged upon 
the Affront offered to her in pretty ſe- 
vere Terms to the Prince himſeif; who, 
inftead of uſing the leaſt Address to mol- 


lify her, gave into ſuch a Traniport of 


Rage, that, utterly forgetting _ both her 


Sex and Quality, he * * * # * * 
OI IOC SES 6 end 


* * * K * * * * * * * „ * * * * * 4. 
The: whole Palace. e ee took the 
Alarm, and every Body that durit, ruſh'd 
in to prevent further Michiel : Notwith- 
ſtanding which, the Prince was ſo loſt in 
Paſſion, that he made no Scruple to ayow 
publicly, That from henceſorward ſhe 
was to conſider him as her mortal E- 
nemy : But his Threats were not heard 
ay; her they were addreſſed to: Grief 
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and Terror had oppreſſed her ſo ſtrong- 
ly, that ſhe fainted in the Arms of thoſe 
who had come in to her Relief; and in 
that Condition was remoyed to her A- 
partment, 

SHE was yet in the terrible Diſorder of 
Mind which this ugly Incident had 


brought upon her, when K———& re- 


turned from Hungary; and it was, there- 


fore, with a particular Pleaſure, that ſhe 


received his firſt Complements. A truſty 
Friend, is the Balm of a hurt Mind: The 
Count, above all others, ſhe confided in: 
Her Heart was full; and to him it naturally, 
though indiſcreetly, oyerflow'd. 

In ſhort, from her own Mouth he had 
the Satisfaction to be informed of every par- 
ticular which had happened during. his 
Abſence : Nor did ſhe give vent to her 
Compliments only, but talk'd of a Remedy, 
and entered into a ſerious Conſultation how 
it might be obtain'd, 1 

Bur this was no eaſy Task: Obſtacles 
aroſe on every Side; ſo many, indeed, that 
the bare talking of it, ſeemed to be all that 
was in their Power. . 

THERE- was, however, ſomething fo 
agrecable to both, in theſe flattering Con- 


verſations, that they were often renewed; 


and as all Tranſactions in Courts, which are 
not as manifeſt as Sunſhine, raiſe Jealouſies, 
aud 


(89) 
and partake of the Air of a Cabal, it was 
ſoon obſerv'd, That the Count, who uſed 
formerly to viſit the Princeſs, under the 
Umbrage of Prince Charles, was now re- 
ceived in his own Right, and paid his 
Court more aſſiduouſly than ever. 
To Madam de P—'s Ears, theſe Whiſ⸗ 


pers firſt found their Way (for Spies never 


make their Court ſo ſucceſsfully to Favour- 
ites, as by propagating Miſchief) and left 
her poſſeſſed with a Fury, ſhe could neither 
lay nor tame ; More like a Lunatic than 
a Politician, therefore, ſhe ſent for him im- 
mediately, acquainted him with all ſhe had 
heard, and added much more, in hope to 
ſurprize him into a Confeſſion of his Guilt, 
and thereby ſecure him to herſelf, by ha- 
ving him at her Mercy. 
Bur the Falſhoods he was charged with, 
enabled the Count fo effeQually to diſcredit 
the Trath, that all her Suſpicions were 


removed at once; and ſhe became as ready 


to puniſh thoſe who had abuſed her Cre- 
dulity, as ſhe had before appeared to re- 
ward them, 

Tus Calm, however, laſted but for a very 


ſhort Seaſon. The Count's ill Stars led him 


to invite the whole Court to a grand En- 
tertainment, which he artfully gave Madam 


de Pl-— to underſtand, was principally 


meant as a Compliment to her: Reſol ved, 
| therefore, 
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90) 
therefore, not to be out-done in Gallantry, 
ſhe came to it, adorned with all the Finery 


which the El—r's Treaſury could furniſh: 


and the Princeſs, on her Side, foreknowing 
who ſhe was to vie with, moſt unfortu- 
nately diſtinguiſned herſelf that Day, with 
all the Ornaments ſhe had, for a long while, 
neglected before. She no ſooner, therefore, 
made her Appearance, but Madam de Pl--n's 
Jealouſy took Fire again: She thought her 
that Day too handſome, as well as too 
fine: She thought K too aſſiduous 
in pay ing his Court to her; and ſhe thought 
her Highneſs too well pleaſed with it: In 
a Word, her Diſpleaſure and Reſentment 
were viſible in her Eyes; and, when the 
Count ſnatched an Opportunity to come to 
an Explanation with her, ſne repulſed him 
almoſt with Rudeneis, and haughtily bid 
him return to His Princeſs, who would en- 
tertain him more to his Satisfaction: Not- 


_ withſtanding which rough Treatment, when 


the Aſſembly was broke up, he waited up- 
on her at Home; and, by giving a dextrous 
Turn to every Thing that had pals'd, as 
well as redoubling his Careſſes, once wo 
tound means to make his Peace. 

WABN'D, however, by the Experience 
of that Day, and what had happened be- 
fore, he wiſely relolved to wait upon the 
Princets only on ſet Days, and in public; 

notwith- 


notwithſtanding Which Precaution, tlie 
Counteſs, not only perſever'd in her Jea- 
louſy, but even took upon her to call in 
Queſtion the Conduct of her Highneſs, 
though 1o notoriouſly difficient in her 
own. 

Bor, though her Malice and Preſump- 
tion were ſoon reported to the Princeis, 
ſhe took no other Revenge, than to fay, 
with ſome Bitternels, * I excuſe her: She 
© has long ſince fallen out with Innocence, 
© and a Reconciliation is impoſſible”, 

Tux Sore are calily hurt; this Reproach 
was echocd to the Ear of Madam de Pl—, 
who, from that Moment, reſolved to be 
fatisfied with nothing leſs than the Princeſs's 
Ruin: For the firſt Step towards which, 
ſhe ſent for the Count, and required of 
him, as a Proof of his Integrity with Re- 
ſpe& to the Princeſs, and of his Attach- 
ment to her, that he would marry the 
Lady her own Laughter by the 
El-—-r; which he refuſing with ſome 
Horror, for Reaſons which he had too 
much Delicacy to explain, ſhe flew into a 
moſt indecent Paſſion, declaired him un- 
worthy of the Favours he had received, 
and the Hononr he had refuſed ; and bid 
him never attempt to ice her more; for her 
Doors ſhonld now be ſhut againſt him for 


Ever. 
K—k 
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88 bowed, and retired: And the 


Counteſs immediately hied her to Court; 


and, having eaſily obtained a private Au- 
dience, made no Conſcience to charge a 
criminal Correſpondence upon the Princeſs 
and the Count; pleaded a Concern for the 
Honour of the El-—1 Family, and took 
upon herſelf to make good her Charge; 
provided no Uſe was made of her Intelli- 
gence, to put the two Lovers upon their 
Guard. The El r, though aſtoniſhed at 
a Thing ſo little ſuſpected, promiſed to 
keep the Secret inviolably, till every Cir- 
cumſtance was ripe for an Eclairciſſment. 
The Counteſs then reſumed her Tale; en- 
forced every Particular, with all the Subtil- 
ty in her Power; and rivetted all, by inform- 
ing him, that ſhe had offered her Daugh- 
ter in Marriage to the Count, as a Snare to 
come at the Truth; ſince it was manifeſt, 
he would gladly accept an Offer which ſo 
eminently flattered his Intereſt; if ſome 
ſecret Conſideration did not impel him to 
refuſe it. | 
Nox did her Malice terminate here; for 
by the Means of her Siſter, ſhe ſtirred up 
the ſame Suſpicions in the Mind of the 
El 1 Prince; who was not ill- pleaſed 
to be furniſhed with. an Excuſe for his 
ſavage Manner of treating a Princeſs whom 


In 


6 

Ix the mean while, though the Princeſs 
had ſufficient Reaſon to apprehend ſome 
Miſchief might be the Refult of a Report, 
which aimed at no leſs than her utter Ruin; 
ſhe thought herſelf ſo ſafe in her Innocence, 
and had ſuch a Contempt for her Enemy, 
that ſhe ſcorn'd to make the leaſt Alte- 
ration in her Conduct; but received X 
as uſual; nay, affected rather to diſtinguiſh 
him more, as if in Defiance of all that could 
be urg'd againſt her. 

Tris Procedure of hers, however gallant, 
was nevertheleſs imprudent, ſince it furniſh- 
ed daily Means to Madam de P/— to 
add Strength and Colour to her Calum- 
nies ; 'till Prejudice at laſt began to have 
the Force of Truth. The El—r altered 
his Manner towards her, from Coldneſs in- 
to Contempt; the El eſs, inſtead of 
treating her with an affected Civility, al- 
moſt over- looked her; and the Prince her 
Conſort, put on the downright Barbarian, 
and diſdain'd the leaſt Mixture of Softneſs 
or Goodneſs, by way of Palliation. 
Tuous beſet with Inſults and Affronts, 
the unhappy Princeſs thought of retiring 
to Z-—, there to ſpend the Remainder 
of her Days; in order to which, ſhe be- 
ſought the El-—r's Leave, to make a Viſit 
to her Father and Mother, and by the In- 
terceſſion 
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terceſſion of the El ß, made a Shift to 
obtain it. | 
Bur her Project, like moſt other, by 
no means anſwered her ExpeQations : 
Though ſhe was received with great Indu- 


gence and Affection by her Parents, when 


the came to explain the true Grounds of her 
Journey, and laid before them her earneſt 
Requeſt, to be received into their Pro- 
tection, and to reſide at Z for good 
and all; the Duke her Father, appre- 
hending ſuch a Step might breed a Miſ- 
underſtanding between the two Courts, 
conſulted B ruſd f upon the Motion; 


who, taking Time to deliberate before he 
would deliver his Opinion, diſpatch'd a 


Courier to the El——r with the News, 
requiring to know his Pleaſure therein; 
who likewiſe conſulted Madam de 71—, 
as his Oracle: And ſhe, thinking it too 
great a Grace to an Enemy, to have Leave 
to remain out of her Reach, inſiſted on 
the Negative; and ſupported her Opinion 


with ſo many political Reaſons, with Re- 
gard to the Succeſſion of the Duchy, that 


the El-r came into her Opinion without 
Reſerye, and furniſhed B—r—ndſ—f 
with Inſtructions accordingly ; who then 
became clearly of Opinion, That if the 
Duke gave the leaſt Conntenance to the 
Princeſs, in her Project to live TR 
- from 


(55) 

from her Husband, it would infallibly 
create a Rupture with H——-7- all the 
miſchie vous Effects of which, could neither, 
perhaps, be foreſcen now, nor prevented 
ever. 


Ir hath been already obſerved, that no- 


thing was o dear to the Duke, as his 


Repoſe; when, therefore, that of his 
Daughter interfered, he ſcarce thought it 
worthy a ſecond Conſiderat ion. She 
was married, he told her, and his Authority 
would be of no Force againſt that of the 
Prince her Husband: Nor could either her 
Prayers or Tears, or thoſe of the Ducheſs 
her Mother in Conjunction, prevent him 
from ſending her back to H r, there 
to live expoſed as before, to all the Negiects 
and Inſults ſhe had beſought him to re- 
deem her from. | 

As Madam de P. had taken 
Care that her Tranſactions at Z ſhould 
be no Secret to the Prince her Conſort, he 
received her like an Impotent Enemy, 
who had aimed at Vengeance, without be- 
ing able to compaſs it; and, with a Mix- 
ture of Contempt and Indignation, gave 
her to underſtand, That, though ſhe had 
failed in her Projects, he ſhould find a Time 
to make her repent, her very Endeavour 
to put them in Execution. 
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ThE Court of H-—z was, at this 
Crifis, in no ſmall Ferment; for Prince 
M——1 ſecond Son to the El r, had 
ſtrongly importun'd his Father, to be- 
queath him a Portion of his Dominions ; 
and found Ways and Means to win over 
ſeveral of the Privy-Council to his Party; 
who eſpouſed his Cauſe with ſo much 
Warmth, and urged ſo many affecting Rea- 
ſons in his Behalf, that the El r ſeem- 
ed almoſt on the Point of giving up his 
own Judgment to theirs. | 
Ox the other Hand, the El—1 Prince, 
believing himſelf to be greatly injured by 
the Motion, made Uſe of all his Intereſt 
and Addreſs to diſappoint the Pretenſions 


of his Brother, and preſerye the Inheri- 


tance entire to himſelf ; which, through 
the good Offices of Madam de Pl——, 
he made a ſhift to accompliſh. 
Bor, though diſappointed at Court, 
Prince M did not give over his Pur- 
ſuit. Many of the Nobles of Z— were 
diſguſted with B—r—nſd—rf's Admini- 
ſtration, and ripe for any Change, which 
afforded a Proſpect of taking the Power 
out of his Hands : To them, therefore, he 
applied himſelf, and by agreeing to their 
ſeverat Demands, in caſe he carried his 
Point, not only ſecured them in his In- 
tereſt, but induced them to ſign a Re- 
| | monſtrance 
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monſtrance to the Court of Vienna; in 
which they ſet ſorth, That the States of 


H and Z-—— were never yet uni- 
ted under the ſame Prince; that ſuch an 
Union would deprive them of their moſt 
valuable Privileges; and that, in order to 
prevent the Evils they apprehended, it 
was their humble Requeſt, that the Suc- 
ceſſion might deyolve to Prince M 1.3 
whereby the Sovereignty of Z would 
ſtill be continued in the Houſe of L—egh, 
and they ſhould retain their antient Inde- 
pendancy notwithſtanding, 

He likewiſe ſent the Chevalier K——, 
one of his moſt truſty Partizans, to Rome, 
with a Commiſſion to ſolicite his Holineſs 
to employ his Intereſt with the Emperor 
in his Behalf; and to engage in Return, 
That he would not only reconcile himſelf 
to the Church, but take ſuch Meaſures, 
as ſhould oblige his Subjects to do the 
ſame. 

TEE Chevalier s Reception at Nome, 
was as fayourable as either he or his Ma- 
ſter could wiſn. Pleaſed with any Op- 


portunity to enlarge the Juriſdiction and 
Revenues of the Church, his Holineſs very 


readily embraced his Propoſals, comply'd 


with the Terms, and furniſh'd him with 


the neceſlary iy 0a with which he 
ſet out Poſt for H 
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Bor ſcarce was he arrived, but, by the 


Information of B- .=, who had. 


worm'd the Secret out of one of the Lords 
of Z—— , he was 1ciz'd by the E—rs 
Command, and all his Papers being found 


upon him, there needed no State-Craft to 


give a Colour either to his Impriſonment 


or Sentence. 


Bur, though the Servant was thus ſe- 


verely dealt with, the Prince his Maſter 
had Opportunity allowed him to make 
his Eſcape *: No Pradtices were left un- 
try'd to incenſe the E 


r againſt him; 


but Nature interpos'd in his Behalf, and 


at laſt pre vail'd. 
IN the mean while, Madam de P— z, 


— 


who began to deſpair of accompliſhing 


the Princels's Ruin on her firſt Plan, 


thought this Confpiracy of Prince Ms 


with the Lords of 


„ would an- 


ſwer that grand End with more Expedi- 


tion, as well as more Certainty. 


WIL E, therefore, the Chevalier K— - 


continued in cloſe Impriſonment, and the 


Terrors of Death hung over him, all ima- 


ginable Arts were made uſe of to bring 


him to accuſe her Highneſs of being an 


Accomplice; and, though all proved in- 


* 4 


* To Vienra, where he liv'd in the Emperor's Service, 


and dy'd a Roman Catholic - 


- 


effectual 
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effectual, a Charge was preferred againſt 
her notwithſtanding : though unſupported 
by any Proofs, or even »Circumttances 
which might juſtify a Suſpicion; and ſhe 
made her Defence with all the Spirit and 
Fortitude imaginable: Among other 
Things, inſinuating, That her Accuſers 
had no Foundation for offering her this 
freſh Indignity, except the Conſciouſneſs 
that their own Behaviour had given her 
ſufficient Provocation to ruſh upon any 
Extremity, of any Kind. But, whatever 
| Reaſon ſhe had to think herſelf abloly'd 
from any other Ties, that her Children held 
ſame Intereſt in her Heart as ever, and 
no Perſecution could or ſhould depriye 
them of it. 

' Bur what contributed ſtill more to mani- 
feſt her Innocency was this: when the Che- 
valier K———— was at the Place of Exe- 
cution, he purg'd her Highneſs in the moſt 
ſolemn and circumſtantial Manner, from 
having the leaſt Concern in, or Know- 
ledge of, Prince M——#'s Deſign; and 
this he perſiſted. in to his laſt Breath. 

NevEtRTHELEss, tho' the World did her 
Juſtice, the Prince her Conſort was not ſo 
open to Conviction; on the contrary, he af- 
fected ſtill to believe her criminal, and to 
treat her accordingly ; never looking up- 
on her but with Scorn, or ſpeaking of her 
Sug N G 2 but 
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but with Reſentment; inſomuch that her 
Heart grew too big to ſupport ſuch re- 
peated Indignities any longer; and, to 
render the Reſidue of her Life tolerable, 
ſhe found it neceſſary, or thought it ex- 
pedicut, to make her Eſcape into France. 
To the Baroneſs de M -/k, and 
A only, ſhe imparted this her Deſi ign, 
and by their Advice and Aſſiſtance pro- 


poſed to carry it into Execution; but fo 


zany Difficulties were to be ſurmounted, 


and ſo many Dangers to be guarded a- 


eainſt, that frequent Meetings were made, 
and Conſultations held, on ſo delicate and 
ihportant a Subject, which ſoon came to 
ha ve the Air of a Cabal, and conſequently 
attracted the Obſervation of thoſe Court- 
Peſts, who fatten on-the Wages of Iniquity. 

is ſhoit, Madam de P. n Was in- 
ſtantly informed of all they had dil- 
covered ; together with ſuch Embelliſh- 
ments of their own, as they believed 
would render their Intelligence yet more 
gratetul; and which ſhe again, in her 
Turn, made Haſte to communicate to both 
the El—r and the Prince his Son, with pro- 
per Aggravations, that Ways and Means 
might be found to get at the Bottom of 
the Intrigue, and uch Puniſhment be 
inflicted on the Parties, as might flake, if 


not ſatiate, her Thirſt of Revenge. 
HAP III, 


„ 


 Happeiry, however, the Princefs and 
her two Friends had, by this Time, ad- 
juſted the principal Points under Delibe- 
ration; and, for Fear any Alarm ſhould 
be taken, X was forthwith to 
make a Viſit to his * Siſter, at the Court 
of King A, there to remain till all 
Things were ripe for the intended Eſcape, 
which, upon his Return, was to be made 
without any further Delay. | | 

MapaM de PI——1 was utterly con- 
founded at this unexpected Journey: as 
ſhe thought nothing was more certain than 
that the Count's ambitious Deſigns upon 
the Princeſs, had hinder'd him from coming 
into her Meaſures ; ſo ſhe believed, that 
nothing but an Aſſurance of Succels could 
have led him to ſacrifice a Poſſeſſion to a 
Proſpect only. Ex 

WHEN, therefore, ſhe flatter'd herſelf, 
that her Vengeance was at Hand, to ſee 
one of the principal Objects of it, give her 
_ the Slip, and thereby deprive her of all 
probable Means of reaching the other, it 
gave her the moſt ſenſible Mortification ; 
and for a Time, the felt all the Bitterneſs 
of her own Malignant Diſpoſition, with 
ſcarce a Hope to have it recompenced 
with the Sweets of a Gratitication. 
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Bur, what was beyond her Policy or 
her Malice to compaſs, Chance put in 


her Power, when ſhe leaſt expected it. Let 


all thoſe leaky Gallants, who have the 
Happineſs to be in the good Graces of the 
Ladies, and all thoſe Ladies who have been 
ſo unfortunate as to truſt ſuch leaky Gal- 
lants, take warning from what follows; 
ſince tis a Leſſon, that both are equally 
concerned in. 

Ir happencd, one Evening, while & 
was at the P—/þ Court, that, both the 
King and his Gueſts having drank away 
their Modeſty and Diſcretion, a Propoſal 
was made, and accepted, for every Man in 
Turn, to entertain the Compauy with an 
Account of his Love-Intrigues, not omit- 
ing either Names, Circumſtances, or what- 
ever elſe might give a Zeſt to his Narra- 
tion. His Majefty not only gave 1n to this 
Propoſal, but tet the Example; and few 
ſeruple to follow, when King's lead the 
Way. 

WIEN, thereſore, it came to the Turn 
of K „ he firft made his Adventures 
with Madam de 7. —, the Subject of 
his Comedy, which he ſet forth with all 
the Wit and Humour he was Maſter of, 
and likewiſe as minutely as poſſible; not for- 
getting, that, after all which had paſſed be- 
tween them, ſhe had the exceſſive Goodneſs 
| to 


(103) 
to make him an Offer of her Daughter. — 
Neither did he ſtop here: For, the Wine 
having turn'd his Brain, he had the Raſhneſs 
to talk of the Princeſs; to expoſe the ſa- 
vage Diſpoſition of her Husband ; to boaſt 
of being in her Confidence, and to publiſh, 
that, at his Return, ſhe had already agreed 
to make her Lſcape with him into France. 
ITE Company was numerous, and, as 
it may be imagined, all attentive; but no- 
body more ſo, than a certain H-———# 
Nobleman ; who, being in Diſgrace at 
Home, had taken Sanctuary in the Court 
of King A——-s, and, now thought he 
had the Means in his Power to make his 
Peace. | | 
AccoRDINGLY, the Count had no ſoon- 
er ended his frantic Confeſſion, but, feigning 


himſelf to be quite intoxicated with the 


Fumes of the Liquor, he tumbled under 
the Table, and was carried off, as it was 
ſuppoſed, to ſleep himſelf ſober. But Sleep 
was the leaſt of his Concern: He employed 
the Reſidue of the Night in filling a large 
Packet to Madam de Pu, containing all 
the Particulars of K 
cuſable Folly; which, at Day- break, he 
ſent Expreſs to the Court of H——, 

Trax King himſelf, moreover, recolleQ- 
ing the next Pay the Eſcapes of the Night, 
and thinking the Honour of all Sove- 
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' reigns wounded in this bold Attempt of 


the Count's, diſpatch'd a Courier likewiſe, 
with a Confirmation of every fatal Particu- 
lar, betrayed before by the ſubtle H. 
Norhixo could equal the Rage of 
Madam de P-—— on the Receipt of this 
Intelligence, but the Pleaſure ſhe took in 
perſuaaing herſelf that the Head of her 
Apoſtate-Lover, would probably anſwer 
for the Intemperance of his Tongue. And, 
that no Time might be loſt in ſpreading 
her Snares, ſhe haſten'd to the El-—r's 


Clojet, to communicate as much as ſhe 


thought proper of the H- Packet: 
that is to ſay, all that related to the E- 
ſcape of the Princeſs; urging withal, That 
ſo black a Treaſon onght to be puniſhed, 
if poſſible, as ſoon as known; and that, in 
order to get the Traitor into their Power, 


any flattering Invitation to ſome higher 


Poſt in the Army, would not fail to quick- 
en his Return, ſince it would afford him 
the Opportunity he waited for to carry off 
the Princels. 


WhriLEz they were yet in this Conference, 


the Count her Husband, ſent his Secretary 
to the Er, with the King of P——'s 


Diſpatch, which was, cautiouſly, conceived 
in ſuch Terms, as ſpared Madam de P—; 
and only expreſs'd a tender Concern for the 
Honour 


# 
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Honour of the Princeſs, ſo criminally ex- 
poſed by this ungrateful Swede. 

So authentic a Confirmation of the 
H——7z's Diſcovery, Madam de P—-— 
did not fail to enforce with all the Argu- 
ments in her Power; and, conſequently, 
made lure of her Point. 

But ſhe might have ſpared her Pains ; 
for the Count himſelf, being apprized the 
next Day, of the Fault he had committed 
in his Cups, and juſtly afraid that it might 
be made Uſe of to his Prejudice, ſet out 
ſhortly after for H „in hopes to carry 
his Project into Execution, before the ill 
Conſequences, he had Reaſon to dread, 
ſhould take Place. 

As in ſuch Places as H it is ſcarce 
poſſible for any Stranger of Diſtinction to 
arrive without the Court's being made ac- 
quainted with it, K — judged it to be 
moſt for his Intereſt to wait upon the E—r 
as uſual, like a Perſon who would not be 
thought conſcious of any Misbehaviour: 
But though the Er endea voured to re- 
ceive him likewiſe as if he had no Suſ- 
picion of the Truth, he was not able to 
be ſo much upon his Guard, but that 
X perceived all was not right, and, 


therefore, concluded every Thing was to 
be feared. | 
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TAXING his Leave, therefore, as ſoon 
as the Forms of a Court would allow, 
he made his next Viſit to the El 855 
where, alſo, he found the Princeſs, who 
could ſcarce contain the Satisfaction ſhe 
received at the Sight of one whom ſhe 
looked upon as her Deliverer. 

THar, however, not the leaſt Hint for 
Suſpicion might be given, ſhe received his 
Court only at a Diſtance, and in common 
with the El—1s; but withal, by a Whiſper 
k, which 
ſhe believed had paſſed unnotic'd, et him 
know, that ſhe would do him the Honour 
of a private Audience in the Evening, 

Bur though this Meſſage was ſent and 
communicated with all imaginable Precau- 
tion, Madam de Siſter to the Count- 
els de P— and Miſtreſs to the E 1 


Prince, who was then in the Circle, kept 
a vigilant Eye on all that paſſed, and, with 
the threwdnets peculiar to the Sex, gueſſed 


at the whole Truth, which ſhe failed not 
to communicate both to her Siſter and the 
El-r ; who, being under the Influence of 


this Brace of Furies, was led to believe 


and reſolve implicity, as they directed. 

K 4, they urged, would not fail 
to viſit the Princeſs this very Night, and 
perhaps, to pacify his own Fears, or to put 


the Event out of Fortune's Power, might 
over- 
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ovcr-perſuade her not to run the Ri iſques 


of another Day: That, therefore, his Highi- 
neis ouglit fortnwith To cvft hnimſelf and 
ſecure the Honour of his Family, by the 


7 


Death of this bold Invader, while he was 
yet within his Reach: Time being, the 
grand Hinge on which the Succcls of all 
Things turn'd. 

THis fatal Cabal laſted the whole Day, 
which was ſpent by K——#& in making 
Viſits, and receiving Compliments on his 
Return; a Ceremony which he thought 
neceſlary, both to fill up a tedious Interval, 
and likewiſe, to prevent, if poſſible, any 
Suſpicion of his Plot, which was now, in 
every Circumſtance, ripe for Execution. 

Txt Evening at laſt came, and all 
Things ſeemed to favour his Deſign. The 
E—1 Prince was at the Court of B— 
on a Viſit: Madam de Pl——2 was in- 
diſpoſed, and the El r, as he fondly 
imagined, entertained no other Thoughts 
than of her Recovery. To the Baroneſs de 
M—#&'s Apartment, he therefore flew with 
more than ordinary Trantport (having firſt 
caus d his Equipage to be in readineſs, and 
appointed his Servants their Poſts} and was by 
her introduced to the Princeſs, at whoſe Feet 
he immediately fell with an Ardour which 
mere Court- Devotion very rarely inſpires; 
and being raited by her Highneſs with all 
the 
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the gracious Expreſſions which could ſig- 
nify Eſteem and Acknowledgment, he 
proceeded to open to her the Diſpoſitions 
he had made to render her Eſcape both 
certain and commodious ; with which ſhe 
appearing to be extremely well ſatisfied, 
he took the Hint to preſs her to an in- 
ſtant Departure, enforcing the favourable 
Circumſtances before mentioned, explain- 
ing to her the Expediency of ſo doing, 
if they had any Regard to their common 
Safety, and enlarging on the Dangers 
which probably might attend the leaſt 
Delay. All which he uttered with ſo 
much Vehemence and Paſſion on one Hand, 
and Tenderneſs on the other, that the 
Tears often ſtarted into his Eyes, and 
dropped from hers. 

So near a Proſpe of Deliverance had 
all the Effect the Count could wiſh : She 
thought of it with Ecſtaſy, and regarded 
him with ſomething more than Gratitude. 
But. when upon the Point of giving her- 
ſelf up to his Conduct, the Tenderneſs of 
the Mother got the Better of the Reſent- 
ments of the Wife; and ſhe inſiſted upon 
being indulged with one Day, to give 
her laſt Embraces to her Children, before 
ſhe took her Leave of them for ever. 

Born the Count and the Baroneſs us'd 
their utmoſt Efforts to diſſuade her from 
this 


(109) 
this unſeaſonable Tenderneſs; but to no 
Purpoſe: My Children! my Children, 
ſaid the, have never offended me; nor 
ſhould I bear the Reproaches of my own 
Conſcience, if I ſet out, without leaving 
ſuch an Impreſſion of their unhappy Mo- 
ther's Affection upon their Minds, as 
Time itſelf ſhall not be able to efface. 

Tris abſolute Refuſal ſtruck the Count 
to the Heart: from the moſt ſanguine- 
Hopes, he ſunk at once into Deſpair; 
and, like one convinced that his Fate was 
ſealed, paſſionately kiſſed her Hand, preſo'd 
it to his Boſom, and ſighing ſaid, Adieu, 
Madam! may I prove a falſe Prophet! 
but I fear this is the laſt Time you will 
| fee poor K 2 

WHiLE theſe Paſſages took Place in 
the Princeſs's Cloſet, Madam de PI——#'s 
Spies carried the News of the Count's 
Viſit, to the dark Cabal, we leit firting 
upon his Deſtiny ; upon which the E-—r 
immediately reſolved to cloſe with his 
Favourite's bloody Propoſal, and four 
of the moſt deſperate Ruffians of his Guard 
were appointed to put it in Execution; who 
had ſcarce taken the Poſts aſſigned them, 
before the unhappy Victim, mufled up in 
his Cloak, fell into their mercileſs Hands; 
and, though he made a ſhift to draw his 
Sword, and defended himſelf like a Man 

who 
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Who was reſol ved not to part with his Life · 


tamely, his Valour was of no other Uſe, 
than to redouble the Fury of his Afſaſſins, 
who, in a few Minutes, cut him almoſt to 
Pieces : after which, having, by a Signal, 
before agreed upon, given Intimation, that 
they had fulfilled their Orders, the El--r 


himſelf joined them, and being {atisfied 


that his Vengeance had fallen where it 
was directed, he ordered the Body to be 
thrown into a Houle of Eaſe adjoining, 
which the next Morning was brick'd up, 
as if eſteemed the only proper Sepulchre 
for one who had the Preſumption to me- 
ditate the Diſhonour of the El 1 
8 

As the Stage where this Tragedy was per- 


formed was at ſome Diſtance from the A- 
partments of the Princeſs, ſne heard nothing 


of the Scuffle between the Count and his 
Aſſaſſins; but, immediately after his Depar- 
ture, began to prepare in Earneſt for her E- 


ſcape, which ſhe had fixed for the Night 
following; and, when retired to Reſt, flept 
with lets Perturbation than uſual, as be. 


lieving her Captivity was now at an 
End. 


roneſs de M 
Side 


Burt, if the Night was Peace, the | 
Morning was Trouble; for ſcarce had ſhe 
opened her Eyes, before ſhe ſaw the Ba- 
k approaching her Bed- 


[ 


[ 


G 
Side with Horror in her Face; and heard 
her ſob forth, — Alas, Madam, the Count! 
the poor Count! without being able to 
utter more. Nor, indeed, was there any 
Occaſion; for her preſaging Soul but too 
eaſily divin'd the reſt, De M. mel- 
ted into Tears, and, as an Acceſſary, not 
only lamented his Fate, but trembled for 


her own. The Princels, on the contrary, 


as if Affliction ſerved only to ennoble her 
Faculties, and increaſe her Fortitude, ſcarce 
ſuffered her Complection to change it's 
Hue, or one Mulcle to expreſs the leaſt 
Hint either of Sorrow or Deſpondency. 
It is well, ſaid ſhe : I deſired to be free; 
and, if I become ſo, no Matter for the 
Way.——They have done their worſt al- 
ready. 

By this Time, de M— having recoyer- 
ed the Uſe of her Speech, proceeded to 
inform her, that as to the Particulars of 
Ks Deſtiny, they were yet unknown: 
only the Noiſe of a Fray had been heard; a 
large Quantity of Blood had been found ; 
the El in Perion had given ſome Myſte- 
rious Orders; the Count had never been 
{cen fince, and all his Papers had been ſeiz- 
ed. To which, the Princeſs only re- 


plied, Then our Adverſarics will, at once, 
be made ſenſible of our Innocence, and 


their 


a 
their own Guilt: And we ſhall {uffer what 
they deſerve. 

Tunis had Relation to certain Letters of 
hers to the Count; in which the whole 
Scheme of her intended Eſcape was fully 
laid open, and the Dotage of the El r, 14 
the brutal Behaviour of his Son, the 
infamous Lives of the two Siſters, their 
HBoſom- Favourites, and the lethargic In- 
dolence of the Duke her Father, were 
treated with all the Severity, that In- 
dignities and Provocat ions without Num- 
ber could inſpire. 

_ Upon theſe miſchievous Lebe which | 
none but the inconſiderate X would 
have preſerved, the El--r and the two 
Siſters, were fitting in Judgment, during 
this melancholy Converiation between thjñne 
Princeis and her Confidante; and ſcarce 
was it over, before an Officer rudely burſt 
into the Apartment, with an Order from 
the El r to ſeize the Baroneſs, and 
commit her into cloſe Cuſtody, and to 
conhne her Highneſs to her Chamber, till 
the E——r's an Pleaſure ſhould be 
known. i: is 

Tn fame Day an Expreſs was diſpatch'd 
to the El——1 Prince at B—, and a- 
nother to B—nſd—ff at 2 — to be 
delivered by him to the Duke, with In- 


ſtractions to aggrayate the ill Con- 
duct 
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Power, was, likewiſe, at his Mercy; 


(113) 
duct of the Princeſs, and qualify the Outrage 
of putting her under Confinement; all ſup- 


ported by ſuch of her Letters as were 


writ when her Mind was moſt exaſperated, 

and in which her Expreſſions were moſt 

obnoxious to ſiniſter Interpretations. 
Tn Prince, as tis eaſy to imagine, felt 


no other Emotion on this Occaſion, but 


that of Reſentment; as he had never 
lov'd his Conſort, it gave him little Un- 
eaſineſs to find, that he had no longer 
any Share in the Heart he had been at 
ſuch Pains to alienate: But then his 


Pride was hurt, and one Victim he thought 


ſearce ſufficient to atone for the Injury 
which he was perſuaded to believe had 
been done him. 

Ar Z——, likewiſe, ſo exquiſitely 
did B-—rnſ4—ff play his Part, that 
though the Ducheſs threw herſelf at the 
Feet of the Duke, and conjured him in 
the moſt urgent and affecting Manner, 
not to give too lightly into ill Impreſſi- 
on of the Princeſs his Daughter. He con- 
tinued immovyeable, ſaying only, As ſhe 
hath forgot the Duty of a Daughter, ſhe 
mall find I have no longer the Bowels 


of a Father. He then empower'd B--nſd- 


- 


to ſignify to the E r his Bro- 
ther, That the Criminal he had in his 


and 
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and that however rigid his Sentence ſhould 
prove, he would ratify it. 

Tais Diſpatch, ſavage as it was, did 
the Count of 7“ u, at the Inſtance 
of his Wife, put into the Hands of the 
Princeſs; and at the ſame Time gave her 
to underſtand, That it was the El-—r's 
Pleaſure, that ſhe ſhould be inſtantly re- 
moved to the Caſtle of A 2 (in the 
Dominions of Z ) there to remain the 
Reſidue of her Days. 

Bur fo little able was either the Meſ- 
ſage, or the Letter to ſhock her Firmnelis, 
that with an open Countenance ſhe ſaid, 
Tell the El r, That when I turn my 
Back on H-—, every Road is plealant. 
To find that received as a Favour, which 
was meant as a Puniſhment, not affording 
the Count the Triumph he expected, he 
had the Infolence to ask her, whether her 
Familiarity with K——# had rendered a 
M—d-W—e neceſſary ? And whether ſhe 

was already provided? And was again put 
to Shame by the Princelſs's replying, — Sir, 
theſe modeſt Queſtions of yours, would be 
more pertinent to your Lady; or if you are 
afraid to take tuch Freedoms with her, in- 
treat your Maſter to do it for you. 

Ar that Inſtant an Officer of the 
Oder coming in, and informing her tliat 
a a Coach waited for- 112 and that ſhe was 
com- 


115 
committed to his Charge. Let us go, 
Captain, ſaid ſne, we can never be in 
worſe Company than that we ace now to 
leave. I am firſt to inform you, Madam, 
rejoin'd the Officer, that Count K 4 
is dead. He is happy, then, anſwered 
the Princeſs, which the guilty can never 
be. At theſe Words, darting a Look 
of Scorn and Contempt on the diſap- 
pointed Wretch ſhe was on the Point 
of leaying behind her, ſhe quitted the 
Room, and, without ſo much as asking 
whither ſhe was to be conducted, bid them 
drive on ! 

BEIN at length arrived at the Caſtle 
appointed for her Priſon, though in the 
Dominion of the Duke her Father, and 
but Eight Miles from his Capital, ſhe 
found herſelf ſurrounded with the Crea- 
tures of her Husband, not one of whole 
Faces ſhe had beheld before: And the 
very next Day after, two Secretaries | 
from the Court of H. r, queſtioned 
her by Authority, concerning her Correi- 
pondence with the Deceajed Count, and the 
Particulars of her intended Eſcape into 
France; to whom, though under no 
Obligation to plead, ſhe related the 
Motives, Views, and Ends of her whole 
Conduct, with the utmoſt Candour and 
Minuteneſß, and even took the Sacrament 
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by Way of Confirmation that all was true; 
not, ſaid ſhe, to exact any Fayour from him 
who was my Husband, but in Juſtice to 
my own Fame. 

Nok was this noble Behaviour of hers 
loſt upon the impartial World, who 
compared what ſhe had done, with 
what ſhe ſuffered ; and the Gallantry of 
her Defence, with the Shock it gave to 
her malicious Perſecutors, and pronounced 
her not only free from Guilt, but worthy 
of a better Fate, 

As a Proof of which, it is notorious, 
that the Prince her Husband, (fearful 
leſt the Duke of Z ſhould in 
Time get the better of his own peculiar 
Reſentment, on Account of his Daugh- 
ter's unguarded Expreſſions in her Let- 
ters to K „, and in Conſequence 
thereof, ſhould retract the Inſtrument of 
Succeſſion then ſubſiſting in his Favour) 
actually made her Propoſals of a Recone 
ciliation; to which ſhe returned the fol- 
lowing high ſpirited Anfwer ; Tell the 
Prince that he requires an Impoſlibility : 
for if I am Guilty, I am unworthy of 
him; and if Tam Innocent, he is unworthy 
of me. 

TH1s haughty Refuſal, which was 
little expected, ſo highly exaſperated the 
Prince, that B—nſd——f received ime 

mediate 


8 

mediate Inſtructions to ſolicite the Duke 
of Z , his Maſter, to give his Con- 
ſent to a Divorce, which he found Means 
to obtain; and in Virtue thereof, ſuch 
Practices were try'd on the two Con- 
ſiſtorics of H—— and Z—, that both 
were induc'd to pronounce the Marriage 
null and void; which was neyertheleſs 
done with ſuch apparent Partiality, that 
though the Prince was left at Liberty to 
marry when and whom he pleaſed, the Prin- 
cels was deny'd the like Indulgence. 
Axp that no Door of Hope might ever 
be left open to her, when the El 
lay upon his Death-Bed, he induc'd the 
Duke, his Brother, to oblige himſelf by 
the moſt folema Oath which could be 
framed, not to alter the Succeſſion of his 
Dominions : and 5.24. -F took Care 
to have it punctually obſerved; For he 
had the Addreſs to preſerve his Af 
cendancy over his Maſter ſo entirely and 
effectuallß to the laſt, that when the 
Duke, likewiſe, felt his Diſſolution ap- 

oach, though importuned for Acceſs and 
Forgiveneſs, by the unhappy Princeſs his 
Daughter, he was influenced to reject all 
her Inſtances, though back'd by thoſe of 
her Mother: and thus, having refuſed 
Mercy, he died without a Pretence to ask 


it. | 
Tus - 


J be”: 
Taz Princefs had now her Mother's 
Sufferings to lament, as well as her own: 
for ſcarce was the Duke cold in his Grave, 
before his Dowager was obliged to quit 


the Ducal Palace, to which (nevertheleſs, 


no other Branch of the EI Houſe re- 
1 and in the Article of her Revenue, 
ound a wide Difference, between the Pro- 
miſes of the Court of H—-r, and the Exe- 
cution. py | 5 
THz new E—r, however, ſeemed, at 
laſt, inclinable to abate his Rigour to the 
Princeſs his Conſort, by cauſing a Tender 
to be made her of her Liberty : But ſhe 
was above accepting as a Favour, what 
the deem'd to be her Right; nor from him 
would condeſcend to accept of any Fayour 


TAL :- 
To the melancholy, as well as the 


Phitoſophic Mind, all Dwellings are in- 


different ; and thus the Place of her Con- 
finement, which was at firſt ſo terrible, 
became at laſt her Choice : and 1o right a 
Ufe did ſhe make of her Calamities, that 
ſhe heard of the Death of Madam de P—, 
her worſt Enemy, without the leaſt Tri- 
umph, and of the Exaltation of the E—-r, 
to the Throne of *#******_ without the 
leaſt Envy, or the remoteſt With to ſhare 


m his good Fortune. 


To 


3 

To hear that her Friend the Baroneſs 
de M—k, had the Courage to let herſelf 
down from the Tower of N—g, which 
was 180 Foot high, and the good For- 


tune to make her Eſcape to Vienna, after 


travelling ſeventy Miles on Foot, ſhe uſed 
to mention as one of the ſincereſt Pleaſures 
ſhe had eyer taſted ; and that ſhe lived to 


cloſe her Mothers Eyes, as the moſt acute 


of her Misfortunes, 

_ AFTER that fatal Period, ſhe found her- 
ſelf in the World, as one who had no Re- 
lation to it, or Intereſt in it; without Joy 
in the preſent, or Hope from the future; : 
at once, an affecting Example to the Princes 
of the Farth, of the Vanity of ſublunary 
| Greatneſs, and a Warning to the World in 
general, not to preſume too confidently, 
That Innocence is out of the Reach of 
Slander. 

Dar nx, at laſt, looked upon her with a 


compaſſionate Eye, and drew the Curtain 


on her Calamities : But ſo peculiar was the 
Rigour of her Deſtiny, that even He could 
ſcarce redeem her out of the Hand of the 
Oppreſlor. Thoſe, moſt concerned in her 
Loſs, being denied the common Privilege 
of expreſling their Senſe of it, even, in a 
ceremonial Mourning. 
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